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31s task is an  unpleasant oiic ; but, urged on by the irrcsisti
blc po~verof a scnsc of duty, I fearlessly undcrtalic i ts  accomplisli
merit. I am aware that  in proportion to the magnitiidc of tlic cvils 
wliicli I may nttacl;-and cspecially if it be in diviric ordc>r,and the 
fiblsitics wliicli I expose-1 shall array against mysclf wliolc socic
tics of annrchical spirits, both in and out of tlic forin. Tlic vilcst 
cnlixiiiiiy against tlic author of tlicir csposurc will bc tlirorvii up as 
n rampart of cldmcc, mid in this way nil attcnipt will bc made to 
clcstroy tlic iriflirciicc of truths which tlicy cannot sncccssfully con
trovclrt. ITo~vcwrw-cll they may appnrcntly succeed for a wliilc, i t  
will he rciiicniberctl that  truth contains witliiri itsclf an  aliiiiglity 
1)ov;cr wliicli will cause it,  sooner or Inter, to spring fbrlli through 
all ilic rubbish of falscliood and wrong which niay be lir~npcdn l )o~ i  
it, and triuinpli over cvcry opposing obstacle. TVitli this conviction, 
T sliall state such facts as have coiiic undcr my own obscrv;itioii, or 
1i:ivc bccn given mc from sucli soiirccs as  arc autlicntic, and 1ea.v~ 
the rcsult with IIiin vl io  often ovcrixlcs seeming cvils for tlic gcnc
rnl good. 

All truc persons, of wliaicvcr class, will rejoicc in tlic cstablisli
incnt of Good and Truth ; a id  tlic ovcrtlirow of falsc.lioocl and wrong 
car1 bc mouriiccl only by those ~17lioseinvcrkd nature causes tlicm, 
apparently, to  feed with cleliglit upon i ts  niiasrnatic poison. Tlic 
rncri a id  w o n m i  wlio prcfcr a favorctl tlicory to the s k r n  reality of 
fitcts, give cviclcricc that  tlicy liavc not trarclcil far in tliat path 
wliicli leads i o  true wisdom and a harmonious life. The cvolutioiis 
of Truth sliould keep us cvcr active in thc search of Iiiglicr wisdom, 
arid iliiis, step by step, liantcn towards that  g o d  to wliicli TW arc 
all aspiring. Tiicrcforc, the stability or fiscdncss of opinion is no 
indication of citlicr an activc or a progrcssivc mind. Tlic cliscovc
rics of all past timc comc rushing upon us lilic tlic niiglity occan 
vis~vc,and stiniulatc u s  to still grcatcr cscrtion in tlic arcnna of m-
t u x .  I t  should be our aim to dcvclop an  orthodoxy w1iic.h sliall be 
both rat iond and cosmical, and maintain, a t  tlic sanic time, a libcr
d i t y  both humanc and catholic. Tliis would afford a rcsting place 
and a ccntrc of rcconciliatiori whcrc Cliristian nicn of all persuasions 
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4 I N T R O D U C T I O X .  

may unite in n convergent harmony of doctrine, and tlius free tl~eril
selves from misconcepiion of what belongs to a rationnl pliilosophy, 
an(l enable t lxm to cstablisli inmost heart-relations with cadi otiicr. 

I am not uiiaware that  too frcqueiitly we in:il<e enemies of tliosc 
~1ioi11,mith tlic greatest diligence, we seek to blcss. Tlie pointiiig 
out of errors, and tlic reproof of faults is not a plcasirig. task. 111 
this respect the motive wliicli stirnulntcs to the most clinritable ac t  
is liable to  be misinterpreted, a i d  the most beiieficerit rcbnlx trans-
formed into malignant slander. Tlie fwliiig in  all is s t ronr  fc)r ap
probation, and hc who tells anotlicr liis faults is not belicvcvt to l x  a 
friend. Tf what I liave to  say shall liavc no effect iipon thosc ~ l ~ o s e  
wills are now lield in vassalage, i t  may prevent ninny otlicrs from 
becomiiig- the victims of a like condition. The rational sli~nlcltake 
warning by the condition of thosc wlio arc already snl~jngatcclto a n  
infernal iiiffuencc, over wliiclz they Iiavc ceased to linve control. 
Those who yield their iiidividnnlity to the dictation of o t l i~ r s ,wil l ,  
sooiicr or later, reap a prolific Iiarvest of regret and sorrow. 1’1.0s-
perity may for awhile appear to  be the result, for 

‘(TVlioin the gods would destroy, they first mnl;c nind.” 

Kiiic years of i i ivcstiption and observation 11:ivc~ i iot  I ( 3 f t  I I I C  

wholly unacquainted with tlic facts, pliilosopliy and I)r;ictic*,ilivt)rl<
ings of Spiritualism ; and if I present tliis to an intcllipynt l)iililic, T 
t rust  tliat it may, a t  least, do me the jnsticc to attri1)iitt. i t  t o  ;L b ( ~ ~ i ~ ( ~  

of duty, rather than any feelings of vindictivcncss tow,\nIs :L ( ~ l ~ q 5  

of pcoplc with whom I liavc bceii so long iclciitifitvl. Fo ctirii(~st!y 
have I been eiigagecl hitlicrto iii cstnblisliiiig :I l)clic>fi n  i l l ( .  l l ] i , ) ~ ~ t b  

mcna, tliat t o  a great cs tcct  I orerlooliccl its iiior:tI, sLl(*iLtl;i11,1 

religions bearings. 
A few mointlis of leisure lias afi;,rdccl 1 1 1 ~:11i oi)l)ortiii1iiy of r p  

viewing the past, criticising- tlic Spiritiinlistb’ t11001.y; 1 1 1 \ 1  oIi\,,ri.iii;* 

their results. Many of tlieir tlicories arc foiin(1otl i i i  t l l v  l v i I l I ( > \ t  ,IL>
lusion, their results most dircfiil, as  will 1ll:iiiily s c ~ t ~ 1 1  11 r’ llro
cecd. In saying wlint I feel tlint I iniist, a fix\\- I\ i l l  I t l o s t  lIt><lrtily 
approve, many condemn. I mi not iiiinwarv t1i:it T -11 111 111i l l ;  , I , I \ V I I  
upon myself tlic most bitter vitiipcratiori :11it1 s1<in(l,>r\vitIltl11t I I I ~ I J -

sure, I once lioncstly bclicvcd t1i:it tli(>rv\\ oiilrl I I I I I , - ~ I  ;,>II(,~J 
good rcsnlt from tlic o p c ~ i i ~ ~ ~  ( i f  i l l t c . i . c . l , I l r q  :of t l i v  av~ i i i i (~ . ;  sliirit11~11 
therefore, I was active in i ts  proni i i lpt  ion. ’ 1 ’ 1 1 t b  , j i 1 ( v t  i o ; i  j.; frc
qucntly aslied, i f  my dorncstic :itlictio:i~w;is 11, It t l l c l  ~ ~ c i : ~ . + ~, ~ ftlic 
cliange of my opiiiion ? Tlcr mdtleii ~ r : i i i > i t i o ~ i ,; i r l J  t l 1 , t t  i : I  s o  I r ic f  
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an nbscncc, led me to  investigate tlie cause, and I soon learnt that 
her condition was tlic incvit:iblc result  of all mental s p i r i t i d  con
trol. It was tlic antidote wliicli arndicnecl me from the stupor of an 
ii~f(:rii:~lp1iiIosoi)hy arid brought me to  my senses. I recognize no 
Sl)iiitiialisiii ivliicli is in contradistinction to tlie revelations of IIea
~ c r i .  'J'liougli I once tlircw Clxistiariity overboard, I thank God tha t  

b -
1 i1:ivc ag:iiii l~ceiiiiiadc its ~ccipiciit. 

Tlic ld i evc r s  in spiritual intercourse cnn now be numbcrcd by 
riiillioiis, aiirl ciribmcc all cl;~,:;scs of society among its  votnrics. 
TVlietlicr tlicir fuitli lins any basis iii trutli, or is tlic nicrc working 
of o\-c>rwroughtirnagination, i t  becomes a tlicinc worthy of candid 
coiisid(~ratiuna i i c l  close ci-iticisiii. There are various opinions of its 
utii ity or its 1)r:tctical wor1;ings upon society. Tlic cstensivc oppor
tuiiity \vliicli I 1i:ire litid, :tilt1 t11at to.) among tlic first-class of Spirit
cdists, ()� IcnrriIng its: nature and results, I t l i idi  will CiiaIiIc me to  
Ly j : i b t  claiiiis to bciiig a coiiipciciit witiicss in ilie ninttcr. 

I am aiv:xrc t h t  ~ r l i n t5 liavi: to sny will offcnrl many  wlio arc 
ac(liiaiiitCd witli tEie ~vliolcl~lic11oinciisthan mysclf, ant1 sucli as 

may i'ccl tlieiiiselrcs iiivolvcd, arid will please otlicrs ; but it is for 
xicsit;icr puq)ose tliat I write, hit  tli:l t tlic inespcricnccd may Ir.orc 
fully coinl)rcliciici tlie c1mg;c~sa t t ~ i d i ~ i g  I am frcqimitly asl;cdit. 
if' I stiil 1)clicv.cin tlic l)licrioii-icri:~of Fi)iritualism. 1ariswcr, TPS. 
I slioiilcl c!ccm it Inore t h i i  :L~ n s i cof tiiiic to w i t c  about x h t  docs 
i ~ o texist. Fpiiitiidisni in a11 iis 1)liysicdfacts is trnc ; but tliroiigh 
it 311, tlierc Js a pon-crfid iiiflns of an  irifc\ni:d aiiror into i i c a ~ l yall 
Inediuiiiistic ~ii;iids,wliich grc:itly corixpt s tlic mor:d scnsil,ilit~-,aiid 
pr3v cs , a11110 st uiiivcrs:x1 1y, tcr Yi111y tlisastrou to it s vic.tiin Q. 

I 1i:ivc Iieard niiicli of tlic i n i l ~ r o ~ ~ i n c i i tof i~iclividunlsiii co:isc
ciuciice of a belief in Spiri t idj\ in.  W i t h  siicli I have Iintl iio :LC

clii;\intant.c. I:u'L I l i x ~ ok i ~ o ~ m  integrity of c1i:irxtcrnimy ~ ~ l i o s c  
:iilCl iij)riglitiicss of ~)iirl)(isercnclcrccl t1ic:ii ~vortliycxnml)lcs to all 
arc,iiii(l,\jut who, on bcconiing incdiuriis, :LXIgiving lip tlicir intl ivic!
udit j- ,  d s o  gave n p  crcry sciise of Iioiior ancl dcccncy. IPSR 
dcgrcc of sm-crity in this rcinarli will ap1)ly to a 1:irgc class of Loth 
iiiecliv,rii,s arid bclic\Tcrs. Tlicre arc t1ions:t:itls of Iiigli minded arid 
iiiklligcnt Spiritualists ~ d i omill agree with iiic tlint it is  no slander 
411 saying, t l int  thc iiiculcation of 113 cloctrinc i n  this country has 
c rc r  shown sucli disastrous moral arid soeinl results ns the spiritual 
t'lieorics. Tikc an all-destructive iniasmz, d i i c l i  almost imperccpti-
51y poisons the sold, it lias ninrle v i c t i m  of tens of thousands of its 
rotaries, arid secretly crcpt illto many other avenues of society, un-
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ti1 i t  is almost popularizing those social conditions which every good 
citizen must most clccply deplore. Iniquities -cvliicli have justly 
received tlie conclcmnntion of centuries arc opcnly nplreld ; vices 
wliicli would destroy every m-liolesome regulation of society :ire 
crowned as  virtues ; prostitution is believed to  be fic1c)lityto self ; 
marriage an outrage on freedom ;“love evanescent, and, lilic tlic bcc, 
sliould sip tlic smccta wherever found ; bastards arc clniiiiccl to l)e 
spiritually begotten. All  change, of wliatevcr nature, is bclicvctl to  
bc an irnprovcinent, as there is 110 retrogrcssioii. Iriiqui ty is only 
tlie cflcrrcsccnce of the outworkings of n lienvenly c1estiii;v. God i s  
slior~iof his pcr:;oiinlity, and bccoines simply a pcrnxating 1)riiici
plc, tlic Bible a libel on common sense, axid Christ a. rncrc nicdiiirn, 
1inr;lly equal to tlie spiritual babies of tliis more progressive ngc.” 

lJTiili sucli cloctriiics bcforc us, n-lint  linvc r e  t o  licpc ? That, 
tlicy arc rapidly increasing no oiie can clciiy. The eiid is ;tot j e t .  
Oiie tliiiig is i ‘ ~ ~ o r : ~ b l e: nimy of tlie more upriglit a11d iiitclligent 
anioiig thein arc bcginning to see this conditioii of things, arid :ire 
scitiiig their iitccs against it. But they are tlie exceptions, aiicl not 
the yule. h blind infatuation appcars to drive tlicrii Iicadloi~ginto 
tlic ~rliirlpoolof passion, arid in tlicir wild cleliriuin tlicy inistakc 
aid fbiidly read upon tlicir baiiiicr clamnation for “ liberty.” 

I publisli this work froin n full conviction of ita qu i r rnc i i t s ,  
T t  is not 1)leasaiit to speak of tlic faults of‘ oilicra, or paraclc riiy o w )  
trou1)lcs before the world. I will do iieitlicr, filrtlicr t l xn  i s  J I W X S 

mry  to  illustratc ilic general priuciple co~it:~iiicclin tlic f o l l o w i i ~ ~ ~  
p,;ig:.cs. I aiii strikiiig at sii ecil, not iiidiviclu:ils, mid slid1 IW:C iiitli
\T ic l id s  oiily to dciiioiistratc what I say. hly 1cii:~rs iii t l i c  S e w  

beell, by many, pro1ioL~~~cedTork 11:11)ers I ~ ~ L V C  dccl:~:i~:i,tory,:11111 riot 
snfiiciciiily qwcific-such sliall not be tlie fault witli tliis. ll‘itli tlie 
scalpel of truth, I sliall frecly open tlie abcesscs of social and iuor:tl 
corrn1)tion ; ai ic l  the caustic will be applied, 11ot to (lvsti~~;;,?>\ i tto 
cleanse. Evils to be remedied iiiust bc frccly cqxxxcd aii(1 d ~ ~ o t i r 
~igcc1,and if I succeccl in n~vvakiiig public attciition to t!ria liydr,~
llcadcd iiioiistcr, wlticli is now coiling i ts  sliiiiy folds in the b o p o i ~ ~  
of‘hunianity, and llius cause liiiii to  bc c:ist out, :is Jcsirs cast out 
devils of old ; iii  othcr words, if I succeed iii efft:ctunlly wirnii ig tiic 
1)coplc against the inost cicccitfiil arid c1:Lnining of nll inf,itun tioils 
wllicli c w r  iiifcstcd tlic carth, my object will be uccomplislicd. 

B. F. IIATCIT, A1.D 
KEW YORIC,April, 1859. 



SOCIAL AND MORAL BEARINGS OF ME 
11___ 

Tlic grcntest numbcr of Spiritualists of tliis.country are tliose who 
s imply  bcliew in t l i r l  plicnorncnn, bni,wlio 11:ivcpaid bnt littl-. GY i:3 

attention to its thcorics or practical ~vorkings. It, tliercforc, l ins  but 
little or no influence upon tlicm, their morals arid position rei~ixining 
nncliangcd ; and it is from the influciicc of tliis class that it lins t)ccn 
able so long to  maintain its position in  socicty. Thercforc, it 1i:is cle
ppciidcd upon its mere noniinal believers to give i t  cliarnctcr and iiot 
u p o n  its rcal votaries. This is a fact ~ l l i c l llias rict liitlierlo b c ~ n  
dilly considered. Such being the case, TVC s11:illbe ollligcd t o  pas? 
by a11 tlicsc, denying tlicir being true rcprcsontntivcs of Spiritnal isiii, 

arid conic directly to its pnblic advocates and rcal rotarics-siicli :I:: 
nialic it tlicir religion. KO one 11as ever l)rctcntlcd to c1:~iini l i : ~ t  
a iiicrc bclicf in the facts of spiritual iiltclrcoiirsc, at  oricc, wliolly 
traiisforms a long and wt~llrcgnlatcd lifc ; mid tliose -\\ilto h n g  i i l )on 

tlic skirts of its new-niadc converts for cliarnctcr, only virtu:tlly ac
l i r~owlcdpthat tlicir iritcrcowsc with spirits l ins  acldcci notliiiig to 
ilicir ow11 morals. If i t  bc a religion sc>ntof God, TVC slioulcl 1i:ivc LZ 

yiglit to cspcct that its oldest belicvcrs and rnost nrdcnt and pmcti
cal arlmircrs, -cvould shine forth as its briglitest inornl lights. Biat 
just tlic reverse is tlie case. And the instnnccs mliich I s1i:tll poiiit 
out t o  prove tlic depravity of Spiritualism, will bc those who Iinvc 
bccn engaged in it from the coninicnccrncnt, aiici who startccl with 
high moral and social positions. I, tliercforc, cannot be accused of 
hriiiging csamplcs which it 113s failed to  reform, and which may be 
foiirid iii any class of socicty, but those i t  lias actually degraded-
such as once truly cnjoycd lionorablc positions, but can now ltly 110 

just  claiiii to public confidcncc. If, in tliis way, the fact is snbstnn
tixted that Spiritualism is subversive of public morals and virtue, just 
in proportion to tlie extent of an sdlicrancc to its doctrines, tlicn its 
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evil tcndcncy is clearly sustairccl, and tlic wcll iiitcntioned cvcr3-
whcrc should set thcir �ace ngaiiist it. 

Tlic cliargc has bccn brought against mc, in iny exposition of 
1
apiritualism, that I uureasonnbly cspcctcd a perfcct rcforir, of all 
t h  may\varil oiics who becaiiic iiitcrcstcd in its phc~iomcnn. I 
rcpd  this charge by saying tl int  I do riot ask for proof of a rcforln 
of m y  one ; but oiily that it docs iiot &yradc,ancl T I L ~ I Zncnr1y all wlio 
yield tlicmsclvex up to  its iiiflucncc. If I caii prom that i t  is pi*cg
risnt with positice mil, without brjnging forth m y  red good, tlicn i l ly 

position becoinea fully sustaincd ; and this is exactly what I intend 
to  do. 

Rc'fniitting Spiritual intercoursc to bc true, wliicli I clnim, tlic 
inquiry nxturally arises, d i n t  is tlic class of Spirits which is tlic 
i n a t  nearly allied to  earth, a i d  thus the most cffcctually controls 
our mccliums ? In o t lm ~ T ~ T T O I ~ S ,what is tlic clinrnctcr wv!iich tlmsc 
Spirfis havc cluifiied for tiicniscivcs, wliicli every W ~ C T Oninkc tlie 
ms: powcrful p!rysical manifcststiona ? In  this l i5  i h y  w,xc 
l i n o ~ ~ i ias pirates, thicvcs, robbers, murclcrcrs ancl ~vnntons. 
Such 3s wliosc spiritual condition is yet so gross and iiintcrial, that 
tlicy arc still able to come in direct rapport with tlie extcrnal world 
axid act upon physical substances. Thc Spiritualists tlicrnsclvcs chi in  
t h t  tlie most of Q c  p h + x l  maiiifcststions arc made by tliis class of 
Spirits, and arc important o d y  as they demonstrate tlie p1tciioincii:i. 
?$ow I am wiiling to gran'; that the 1)11ysicalaiicl iiicntul control o i  
mcdiurr,s is one gr:& liiglicr t h n  lliis. In other ivvorcls, that t h y  
arc iiiflucnccG 1)ySpirits of a more intcllcctual cast, but if  IVC can 
jaclgc from the results TV~I~C!I l'ollows, of tlic most clci)ra~-cclmor:ils. 
Tllcse Spirits will iiiculcate such doctrines as will securc the coufi-
e7cncc aiicl incct tlic a1,;xobation oE tliose to  whom they a x  given. 
'P'licy ii~:lrIyall\-nys coiiic in the name of soiiic near aiid dearly 
I~clovcclkinclrccl, or as especially nppointcd gmrdi:xn angels. For ;I 
wliilc, tlicir lovc for us a d  iiitcrcst iia our welfare, is all tliat wc 
~ o i i l d&sire, and thcir proiniscs arc inost faithfully kept, uiitil our 
coiifitleiicc is seci~rc~l .And tlien, stcp by step, ns TVL' arc ablc to  
wc0i.i.c if, tlicy iriculcntc their sophistry and pervert tlic iiiorals 
uritil tltcy coinplcie tlic ruin of their dcluclcd victims. Tlic time re
quired to accomplish this is long or short, according t o  tlle inlicrcnt 
goo(lncss, or discretion which ihcy are obliged to ovcrconic, but being 
coilfidcnt of filial succcss. Thus Spiritnalists arc not ruincd in ,z day, 
o f tw  times requiring years ; but Spirits, to 1naIic sccurc their work, 
aypcal to  the strongest passions of their victims ; with mnny their 
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lust, others their affections, and still othcra their ambition-all of 
which thcy oftcn greatly iiitcnsify. They will pcrsonatc whoever 
may bc desired, and tlins our lovcd cxics cornniuncd throng11 every 
medium, and l\Tel)stcrs,Claxs, Sh:ilqcars, Ihcons, Swcdenbourgs, etc., 
h v c  bccomc siificiciitly ~)iiincrousto  be ornniprcsciit, arid their doc-
trines arc alw:~;:~sccli as tlic circle rcqiiircs. Thus they ‘‘ become 
all things to all men, that they may” ruin sornc ; aiid they cannot 
bu t  rejoicc a t  their success. Somctimcs tliey manifest thcinsclvcs 
in their real cliaracter, niid tlicn we discover tlic most terrible mali
ciousness. Nrs. h t c l i  i d  uiiivcrsally acknowledged to statrid as high 
in integrity arid uprightness of purl)ose, as any mcdium in Ariicrica ; 
and,  tlicrcf‘orc, ~voulclbe likely to  draw about licr as clcvatcd a class 
of Spirits ;ncvcrtliclcss, vlicn licr coritrolling spirit liss tliron-ii off thc 
mask of clcccption, and while slie TXLY entranced s o  ns to  be c~xternally 
wliolly unconscious, slic lias lxwi mntlc to t1irc:itcii tlic elitire dcs
tructioii of her own coiijugal liu1)pincss, and to  cnitct licr ( J \ V I ~ruin ; 
~ i t lthat  tlicy wonlcl nc~7cr1ea.v~nor forsalic licr until t l i c~ylit~cliix~dc 
licr the scorii and coiiteiript of socicty-that they Iiad oiily 1)ermitLcd 
Iicr Pliort and brilliant career in order to  malie niorc perfect and 
awful licr clcstruction. KO cpitlicts or languagc was l o o  iiialicious 
for tlicin (Spirits) to use ; 110 rcrnonstrance or aclnmiition ~ rou ld  
appctir t o  l m i ~tlic least iiiflucnce upon tlicm ; slie ~voulctbc elrangled 
until her  face ~ ~ o u l t ltiurn purplc, tlic lungs collapsctl to n degree 
which ~voulclappear inipossil~lc,and live ; tlic brain so tortured tliat 
hours of the wi!dCst d~ l i r ium~vouldfollow, and wlicn they lisd ac
eoinplishccl tlicir present object, tliey would utter a li:~! 112 ! Iin ! 
as it appeared t o  mc, ~ o u l c lcause c w n  tlie iiiliabitants of licll itsclf 
to shucldcr. 

Mrs. IIntc!;, nninfluenccd by Spirits, or unobsesscrl, co:ilcs tlie 
nearest my liiglicst iclcal of worn;tn of :my one I cver met o:i cart11 ; 
gentle, Jiintl, loving anti intel1cct;i:~l 10 a rc~i~arl<ablcclcgrcc. I:ut 
sincc those infernd inflncnccs Iinve secii fit to  cliangc licr course, I 
liavc stood nppl lcd  hfo’orcher icrrific wrath. Tlic nlost uiirclcnt iiig 
and mcrcilcs.; cruelty 113s captiv:itul her soul, and moral conscious
ness is wliolly lost in her rcngemicc. TIE agonies of t!ic rack for licr 
Inisband u~--onldbe the inoat dclicions music to  her cars. .ill this 
mighty and wonderful cliaiig-c occurred in a singlc day. I 1;now the 
extremity, but the trntlifdness of this statement. Do not understand 
MC as censuring her, for my love for, and confidence in her arc limit
cd only by the extent of my ability ; but licr gentle, susceptible, 
srdcnt and yielding nature infested by denions witliin, and surround-
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cd by those of a corresponding condition without, her own individual
ity is s~vd10wcdup in the vertex of evil. Upon this sad moral con= 
dition nearly a11 the Spiritualists fatten with delight, and those who 
arc most active in perpetuating it, resort to the vilest means to ac
cornl’lisli tlieir object. But tlie facts pertaining to tliis will be given 
in anotlicr place. 

Tliis is not a solitary case, but a representative of nearly every 
mciitnl medium in tlic country. I mill give anotlicr example in  this 
city. A lady, past the middle age of life, who is not kriomii as a 
Spiritualist, a i d  had paid no attention to the subject, was one day 
uncspectcdly entranced, which lasted for three days. Up to tlist time 
licr gcritlc, kind, and loving disposition made her the admiration of 
all wlio 1;llew her. But during that entrancement her whole inoral 
arid social iinture was changed, in otlier words, she became o13sesscd, 
as did otliers in tlie days of Christ, and the manifestations of the 
o~icegentle ~v’onianwas changed to tlist of a demon-uiicoiitrolablc 
by m y  moral persuasion snd ready to spill her Iiusband’s lieart’s blood. 
I could rclatc niniiy such cases if space would permit, and only give 
thesc to  illustrate a principle. 

Again, there arc entranced rncdiuins who, before public audiences, 
will diacourss most clcgniitly a i d  beautifully upon the laws of love, 
liarniony, axid liiiidness ;whoin, while before the public, yon would 
a h o s t  tliixilr were angcls from lieavcn ; but whcn followed froin tlic 
dcsli to t!ic doincstic relation, show by tlieir lives the awful reality 
of tile ol\pxitcestrcmc. Daniiiation in all i ts  liorrors is Gcely dcalt 
oi-it arou;icl the fmiily altar ; tlic vilest epitlicts arid severest iiisults 
arc licapcd upm tllcir coni-pnioiis, and in the hour of p l i ~ - & dan
guis!i riot oiic consoling -word is givcn-evcii a cup of water wmld 
bc withIic1d to  increase tlic auffcrings. This conditioii of things cou
tiiiucs ycar aftcr year. 

rl i ic ciiicatioii naturally arises in every mind if evil spirits can11 

colllili1111;cate. Caiiriot good one’s also ? I answer, that i t  will be 
fouiid io  be a law of spiritual life, that tlie lower tlie spirit in tlic 
scale of clevclopmeiit, or the inorc intensc tlieir evil, tlie grcater their 
po\ver to coiivcrt to tlieir use tlic vital and magnetic forces of the 
circle, or tliosc more material clenients which bclongs to tlic earth 
7 .  	I

I l k  ; aiid by mtlliiiig use of these forces they are cnablcd to sub,ju
gate t!ic will of such as become mediums and hold tlieni in  nicntal 
and physical vassilage. It is from this cause that all our p1rysicnl 
rila1lifitstations arc from si ich low ordcr of spirits, ninny of wliich 
w e  S O  1llatcrid that they are able almost to project themselves visi
bly alld tallgibly into the external world. 
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with tlic most of our hcdiiig iiietliurris. Iritciiscly wiclicd tliernselvm 
their bodies are used by demoiis as estcxial magnctic batteries to  
iduse  iiito their iiostruiiis aiid patients ilie most morally perverting 
a d  physically destructive iiifluciiccs. Tlic piiblic 1% ill yet awaBeri 
to a co1isc;ousiicss of an enormous evil in tliis direction. Their on-11 
lwtlios are iiifused with an infernal nui'er nrhicli is freely irnpartcd 
to  e ~ c r yt h i g  with wliicli they collie in contact, mid the susceptiblc 
a i d  impessable patient is Inagilytizcit iiito a like condition. 3Xany 
of tliciri may justly be ii:imcd as tlie nllld-posts to  pcrditioir. 

dftcr saxiiig this nliich in rcfcrencc to thc class of spirits ~vl i ic l i  
arc allied to this splierc, we wiil proceed to  speak briefly of tlic ~i ic
din:ns ilicy use to esteriialize tlicir iiiflucnccs. 

If we co~iiiiiencewit!i iiic Fox filniily in lS49,  aiid critically inves
tigate all ilic various mediums of both sexes up to tlic present time, 
1-w shall Grid sliglit, sliaclcs of dif1erence according to  tlicir oirn in
lierelit iiaturcs, but nearly all trnvcling in one grand ninrch to  ~uiii
t h i r  111usic is tIic wail;; of suXc>ringhs\vli idi  their 1iloi.d dcsccrutiors 
have created ; their captain, the ,Ircli Fiend ; tlieir legion of Iioiior, 
prowliiig riioiisters ; their Lattlc ficLl the hearts of humanity, aiicl tlic 
lioiy iiistitutioiis of God. Tiley hoist m y  banner wliicli ~iiayfor tlic 
tirm best suit tlicir purpose, :md tlicir captives arc iiiadc tlieir fit 
coi1ipanioiis, oiily wlien their 111ord vision is destroyed and ilicir 
Ileaits arc torn out. Sdxr ly  all of tliciii, sooii a�kr  $cling tlxm
sciws t o  bpirit coiitrL11,l)ecoiiic \vholly rccklcss of cvcry i n o ~ ~ l ,  
social 2nd religions obI;gxt,ioii. 311 otlicr ~vords,tlicy beco:iic :iCar
tress, Luili, out iiitu t!le cxtcrrial n-orld, inliabiteci by dcnioiis. And 
t h i r  carccr is just  sucli ab u c  could rcnsoiir,bly expcct, dictated by 
evil gciiii, wlio cnii bring to  their nit? the espericncc of ccnturit.3. 

It is a s t a r t h g  yc:i!ity, visible to  all ~ l i owill opcn t lxir  C>:;CS to 
bee, Illat iicarly till ~ n c d i u i ~ s ,cspcci>,lly those for i i m ~ t a lmuil'csta
tioils, bocc,iiic wliolly disqunliiied for tlic conthuancc of m y  pradi-
C : L ~relations of life ; aiicl there is ainoiig ilicin a perpetual tcricleI1cy 
to f o ~ i i iextra-marital rclatioii;;. -1s conipaiiioiis, i!iey are nrclciil 
: L I I C ~  afrectionatc, but  a siiigle day iiiny, and oftcri C~CTP,  suffice t o  
C I I U ~ C  tlieir wliolc nioral n:zture, snd transform tlicir love into tlic 
liloht bitter of all litttrec?;;. In otlwr worcls, t h y  arc wliat tlic rnag
nc,t;snl of tlicir surrouiidiiigs, or their coiitrolliiig deinons scc fit to 
1uaLc them ; a id ,  tlicrcfore, as uiircliable as  is the influciicc brought, 
to I1car upon ,t11cm. 

I will IIOW proceed to prove the proposition stated i:i tlic coni
nlencelncnt of this chapter, viz : that spiritual coritrol dcgrades the 
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morals, and dcstroys the perception of justice and honor. Pacts are 
worth more than thcorics, and, therefore, we sliall present a few of 
such caws as stand prominent bcforc the world. We sllall pur
posely avoid reference to those mlio are in tlie ardcncy, irists1)ility 
and indiscretion of youtli ; but t a lx  veterans in expcriciice, aiid 
wliose chnractcrs were wcll cstablislied intecedcnt to  tlicir 
becoming Spiritualists. IZy so doing, no one can nccusc us of‘ un
fairness. 

Jolin N. Spear, of Bcston, o w r  fifty ycars of age, many ycnrs 
r~lcrgymaiiof high morn1 standing, was extensively known as the 
I’risoncrs’ Friend, and tlic Jolin Ilomard of America. I knew hirn 
w d l ~aritcccdcnt to his bccorning a Spiritualist, arid hc IKLS almost 
uiiivcrsally acknowlcdgetl n paragon of almost crcry Cliristinn vir
tue. ITc lias now bccn nine years a nwcliuin. TIis family is l~rolccn 
up, and tlic wife, to tvhoiii lie was once a most wortliy husbanci, is 
fo~sskeri; Iic is trawling with liis p:iraniour wlio acts as liis scribe 
i n  rcporting liis spiritual Icctiircs, and, last Fall, bore to  liim what 
< l i q  call a spiritual baby-hit of sufficient ixiatcriality t o  coixiitcr
balance nine pounds. To show tlie cxtcnt of his infatuation, I quote, 
from memory, from one of his lccturcs :-“ Cursed be thc marriage 
institution ; curscd Iic tfic rclatiun of liusbaiid and wife ; curscd be 
211 wlio ~vouldsustain Icgd inarriagc. TV1int if thcre arc a few 
tcars S I I C ~ ,or a fcw licnrts broken, tliey only g o  t o  build up a great 
principlc, arid all great truths have tlicir martyrs.” 

Eev. S. C. IIcwit, a man of brilliant intellect and high moral pur
poses and social standing, aged about fifty, cornnicnccd publishing a 
Spiritual paper in Boston, in 1Sj2 ,  siilce which tirnc lie has been a 
Spiritual Lccturer. I n  1S58, IIC left an irivaliil wife in a water cure, 
in Clcvcland, Ohio, and started out on a lecturing tour, with a, 
Miss -, and soon after addrcsscd a lettcr to liis wifc, str,tiug that 
lie had found liis truc “ spiritual affil~ity,~’and thnt slic niirst cease 
to longer look upon him as licr 1iusb:md. His “ affnity” in turn 
soon left him, so I am crcclibly informcd. 

IIon. John TV. Edmonds, of Ncw Yorlr, is sufficiently advnncccl in 
ycars to have liis inherent character well establisliecl. IIc lias oc
cupicd high and responsible positions, whicli lie Iias most lionorably 
filled. Tlius Far he was justly entitled to public confidence and re
spect. A s  near a s  I am able to  learn, lie has been a mcdinm since 
1852 ; and how far he 11ns lost all rcliability and moral conscious
ness, I leave for tlie reader to  decidc upon the evidence wlilch will 
be presented in the nest  chapter. 



g ~ ~ l  

Dr. Gco. T. Dexter, tlic well known associatc of Eclmonds, in tlic 
piLlis1:irig of his worl;s on Spiritualism, arid tliroagli idiom much 
of' the nlnttcr was given, and whom I oiicc n-ell Irnew as D liiglily 
wspcct:iblc plij-sician, in Lnncaster, N. 11. ; separated from liis wife 
a i d  fmiily ; suddcnly left tlie city for parts u~~l<~io~vxi ,in c o m e  
qncncc of having been accused of D crimc which I forbcar to 
nicntion. 

Ztcv. J. S. Loveland, formerly a Jlcthodist clergyman in Cliarlcs-
t 0 1 \ 7 r i ,  Mnss., now a Spiritual Iecturcr, abandoned his wife, and rc
sides a t  tIie ccss-pool of Free-Loveism, called Lhdern Tiuies, on Long 
Is1I11ltl. 

1'. I:. Enndolpli, a popular Spiritual Lecturer, abandoned his wife 
and cliilctrcn, marricd another woman who, in turn soon nluanc!o~icct 
him, arid lie attcirip ted suicide ; finally cinbraccd religion, usurped 
tli2 control of his own miiid, confcsscd his f:iults arid icliasions, and 
like a truc niid Iionorablc m:in, returnccl to  tlic bosom of liis f m i i I ~ - ~  
In iliis i a e t  a c t  he 11ns set  a wortliy c:xt~~pIcfor otlrors. 
Di..Zrookic, a 1)runLiiuxt inw.l;~iin,\vc.s c c i n ~ ~ h ti:i bccl n i t l i  tllc wifc 

of his f', ic.iic1, x i d  M-LX niobt tenil .)!~\ i - l ~ i 1 ~ 1 dY o  sass tllc Ciii(-iiiiiati 
1'" pc 1's. 

i c  E:;rririgtcin, foriricrl-~a X:iptist clergyman in standiiig, 
:kilt1 o i ~ *oC ti12 :;troiigc.st iiic~l:uiiisI c v ~ riiict with, mas nbaridoiied 
by liis T; ire, n lio was also a riiccliuin ; lic toul; aiiother woninn and 
lcf't tiic conntry :ind liis cliildrcii. 

Iroll. T l r :~~rcnChase, one of tlie most rioted Fpiritn:d Lcc twrs ,  
1scpar;:tc~lfrom liis wifc, and \I hose cliaractcr is  too ~ ~ 1;r:own1 to 

~ i c c dw n i n i u i t .  111 liis publislicd lcttcrs in tlie Spiritual papers, 
IIC wr~ics!lyrcco~irinc'ndstlic " frcc lo\-(:" association on Long Is
laiid :is ail interesting lioiiic for Spii.itnnlists. Lilx tlic sailor, he 
fi j i t ls  a tciiiporary wife in every Spiritual port, " froiii Maine to  tlic 
Niss i ssi1)pi ." 

XfL.:i. E. J .  French of this city, a trance sped<erarid riicclical medium, 
left a most worthy liusband in Pittsburg, Pa., of wlioin bhe \ras not 
wortliy, m c l  now lives with a Mr. T1ioni::s Culberisoii, who also lcft 
liis wife ; mid of v h o m  Prof. James J. ;Ifapes has roo~iisand partial 
110ard . 

Nrs. A. L. Gilman, a medium of this city, Icft her hnsbancl, and he 
prociircd :L divorce on the proof of sduliery ; m d  lie iiifornis ~ n etlist 
slic~is now living with her paramour, wlio is a married 1 1 1 m  and a 
Sp i i.i t U:LIi st . 

Nrs. Ammda X. Eritt, a very popular spcaIiiug nicclium, n.!i~d once 
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a highly worthy and intelligent woman, personally informed me that 
her conjugal relations were the most happy of earth. She suddenly 
became estranged from her worthy husband, left him and soon after 
married anotlicr man. 

Nrs. Ada 11. Coan, of New Yorl;, tlic most popular test medium 
in  the United States, lived in the utmost harmony with her husband 
for a few years, and a morc worthy rnm clocs not exist, but  euddenly, 
without any apparent cause, she abandoned him. As tllc abandcn
mcnt is recent, I can only add that but a short time aiitcccilcnt to 
the separation, slic manifested the strongest affcction for h im.  But 
the most unnatural feature was that she lcft him while hc was la-
boring under a scvcrc clironic indisposition at a time wlicii liis life 
was nearly despaired of. 1nlium:m indeed ! 

J. 11. W. Toohcy, a Spiritiial Lecturer, a i d  once editor of a Fpir
itual paper, lcft liis wife a i d  went JVest arid procurccI a divorce. 

hfrs. Albertson, a very l)cautifiil arid higlily ncconiplislit~ilady, 
and oiic of tlic iriost po\vcr�ul mental rriediuriis in this coiintry, lcft her 
Iiiwbaiid, a higiily rcspcctablc lawyer oiicc of this city, :LIIL~ now 
changes lier “ afliiiities ” with almost every ncw moon, soirietimes 
more freqiicrit. 

Mrs. Julia 13rancl1, a very susceptible medium, lcft two husbands, 
and is iiow Iivirig with tlic free-lovcrs in tliis city. Cut it is uscless 
to  procecd, tlic catalogue is cnrllcss. 

John IIcwes, Dr. Curtias, and A h .  Fairbanks of this city, and 
IIattie Eager of Boston, cominitted suicide in  conscqucrice of Spiri
tual infestation. 

I coinriicmced writing this work with tlic full dcterniinntioii to  
publish tlic names of a11 the incdiurns, as far as I could ascertain, 
who liad broltcii oE their marital relations. 13ut 011 iiivestigatiiig 
tlic matter still further, I find tliis stnrlling fact, (viz.,) we 1i‘L< v emorc 
than four liundred public mediums and Spiritual lccturcrs in the 
nortliern States. At least t h e e  hundred of them have been married. 
Ncarly one-lialf of thcsc liavc absolved their coi\jugal re1:itions ; a 
large proportion of tlic remaiiiclcr arc living in the most discordant 
relations, liaving abandoned tlie bed of their partner ; iiiany cohabit
ing with their “ affinities” by  the mutual consciit of husband or 
wife ; and a still greater number living in promiscuous concubinage. 
This geiicral statement iiicludcs all phases of mccliumsliip, such as 
rappirig, tipping, writing, healing, speaking, clairvoyant, trance, 
ctc., etc. 

Frora these facts the reader mill see how utterly impossible it 
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would bc for any one to makc out anytliinglike a dcfiiiitc list of the 
serernl conditions. But thosc alrcndy given will bc sufficicnt to 
show tlic gciicral nicdlcy of moral corruption. The 'tliffcrent phases 
of mcdiumship provcs disastrous just  in proportion as i t  rises to the 
nzei~talpocers. Tlic tipping and rapping are at oiic estrcrne and tlic 
unconscious entrniiccment a t  thc other. Among tlnc luttcr, moral 
ruin proves to be quitc uiiiversaI, and I think i t  will be found on 
a critical investigation, that  no trance niediuni has ever gone before 
the public and maintained an upright and honorablc lifc. I called 
upon hIrs. TIT. R. ITnyden, a lady cf high merit, wlio has set a worthy 
cxamplc of fidelity to her nuptial cows, and who is cstcnsivcly known 
both in tliis country and Europe as  a physical niccliurii-she frankly 
confessed to mc tlint slic knew of no trance medium ~ ~ 1 1 0liacl per
petuatcd their conjugal rclntion. This certainly sl)calis volunics of 
tllc moral and social bearings of Spiritualism, I h c ~ vof two or 
t h e e  i:i private life mhcrc the marriage is not yet absolved, bxt tiic en
trancements are of rcccrit date, and thcrcforc offer no esccption to 
this rulc. It will bc undcrstood that I am spc:tliing only of thosc 
who occupy a public position, and tlicre we shall find conjugal iiifi
dclity as universal as  entrancement. In  private lifc, a!so, the same 
difficulty is increasing with an alarming rapidity, so much that con
j u g d  harmony is bccoming tlic exception and not tlir: rule among 
Spir;tunl;sts. The more I inrcstigatc this niattcr tlic 11101'~terrible 
it appears. The infatuation becomes so strong tliat even their ruin 
does not awaken tlicni to a realization of tlic iiatnrc of the influence 
b r ~ u g l i tto  bear upon them. Lilic thc cliarincd bird tlicy seek their 
on-ii ciestroyer, and fondly fluttcr into the gaping pit, wliich is ready 
to pierce tlicm with its deadly fdngs, a i d  poison the blood which 
courscs evcry avenuc of their being. Go to the men and women who 
have tliwwii off all the restraints which regulate a liealtliy society, 
and ask tlicni if they liavc been beiicfitted by Spiritualism, and tlic 
followiiig will be the substancc Gf tlieir reply :-'' Yes, Spiritualisni 
has frccd inc from tlic bigotry aiid superstitioria of Christianity ; it 
has convinced me tliat tlic Bible is a record of events of no more i1n 
portancc tlian tliosc wliich arc daily occurring around us-tllat it is 
the ~vor l iof designing priests, and mliolly unreliablc, tlncl as such 
should be discardcd ; it 113s convinced me of tlic importnrlce of a 
cultivation of all my faculties, sexual as wcll as the moral and re
ligious--tliat marriage can, never continue bcyoncl tlle duration of 

I the affcclions, arid if anothcr can develop in me morc lovc than my 
husband or wife, in virtue of that  very lovc I am nc\vly marricd, 





Tlic sacrcdiiess of Divine Revelation, which is the aonl of 311 good, 
and marring:.c, n.liicli is the embodiment, are discarded ; the first as  
n L h l  on coiiiiiion scrirc, and thc latter as an  outrage on frec(lorn, 
Tlius clcprivcd of both soul and body, tlicy become as moral PX

crcscncos wliic.11liave grown up out of decaying rnatcrials, whcrt: 
the Iav:.:!. of  1ie:iveii I I ~ L V C  ceased to  opmite to  prodncc orclcr an(l 
harmony. Iristend of soaring aloft into tlie rcgion of the moral and 
religious sciitiniciits, and viewing tlic world from its Pizgar’s Iiciglits, 
tlicy ~ i 1 1 1 ito tlic niucl<ly pools and meandering- strenins, filled witli 
evcry hideom rcl)tilc, wliicli flows through tlic ~ a l l c yof irivcrtcti 
passions. Ils ilic pall of gloom draped tlic world during t he  “ 1 ) x ~ k  
Agcs,” l ~ ytlic rcljcction of tlic 13ible, so this pcoplc are ovcrslindowcd 
by all tilc cvils, miasmas, and fogs which liavc arisen from nn ill
fcriial iritci~c.ourse-tlic intellect bewildcrcd, the moral scritimcntg 
pcrvcrttd, wliilc the passioiis arc laslicd into tlic wildest fury. 

Tlic I ~ s t: ~ n c l  most critical iiiiiids in tlic Spir i t idist ranks, arc 
bcgi~iiiiiigto fully rc:ilim tliat tliis converse with spirits, ~voiiltl,if 
Icf‘t to it:: fwc coiirsc ant1 work out its dcsigiis, rcsnlt in tlie dcstriic
tioii of ~ ~ 1 1bCJllCh of socicty ; stir up tlic vilcst animositics ; destroy 
all 1iniu:\n conficlciicc ; ignore all rcligion, :ind totally clcstroy t lx  
institiitions of‘ ni:irringc, and opcn cvcry flood-gate of iniquity. All 

110 1iavc yielded tlicriiselvcs to its influence and tcacliing liatvc 1’1111 

tllc snni c sad coursc, slightly varied according to circumstances, lint 
tlie cricl Ilicrcof lias bccn death. Tlic cnd is not yet. The most tcr
rlblc cors’quences will yet grow out of this infatuation of listcniiig 
l o  arid alworl)ing tlic sophistry of clcmons, believing i t  to come f r o n  
urigels. Sonic arc sxiguinc in their conviction t h t  they a n  liold
iiig coiii:!iiiiiioii with 11ie wise and good, some with tlic apostlw, 

i .Jesus Christ, and still otlicrs with God liiiiisclf. Tliii~, 
tll(w te:icliiiigs become to them the highest authority, aiid they :LIT 

sucli 8s 1:iy tlic ax a t  tlic root of evcry ‘hcalthy rcguht ion  of socicty. 
Acl11ltcry7to  cffcct a grcatcr c~cgrecof spiritual and pliysicxl C?P 

breaking up of mnrriagc to  aid in a ~ i i ~ r e~ ~ l o p ~ i ~ c r i t - t l i c  pcifci_t 

. 






20 TIIE SOCIAL AND MORAL I3EARISCX OF MEDIUMSHIP. 



ture, mider the deceptive plea of developnicnt and progressioii-the 1iypocr’;ticaIgarb 
of purity and truth. Spirits throng11 rnediums gain the sympathy of mortals, and 
by false ibsnes, fake ideas and communications fasten the ii on lief1 of death upon 
their victims, and suicidc, insanity, and gonerd moral dcpmvify is the I ISALE of 
their work.” 

Mr. TT-llitncy can be assured that siricc he wrote tliis article, in 
1856, tlic evils of which lie speaks have increased, and beconie Jn
tcnsiiictl beyond measure. Tlic little rivulet springing from the 
n i  ouritnin side, rcccivcs new accessions until i t  becomes a miglity 
toi-rmt, trinmpliantly swccping bcforc it every opposing obstacle. 
S o  this evil is rcacliing n colossal power TvliicI:, crc lo~ig,will be 
found to bear upon its polluted h s o m  ilic wrecks of millions. What 
n sad, soci:il spectaclc is I i c~eprcsvntcd ; nnd t l n t  too, Lrmglit to 
pass in such n bricf pcriocl of‘ tinic ! Can the 1xigcs of 1iistor.y fur
nish n pardlcl  ? The I3:iccliaiivlinns r;f J’tomc, which disgraced 
linii-rnnity  onc Iiunc!rcd ant1 ciKlity-six ycars bcforc Christ, when the 
worst cxcesscs, nnd most imnntura l  vices wcrc inclulgccl in 1)y both 
scscs, rnay possibly have bcen :L lowc>rorclcr of irnrnorality than that 
wliich exists at prcscrit nnioiig Ppiritualists. But the former niim
bcrcd oiily about 7000, lvilicll wcrc v ~ r yfew in comparison to tlic 
Iattcr, arid, thcreforc, of mucli less rcnl public injury. 

It will be borne in mind, tliat I linvc spolicn mostly of public m e  
diums,  wliich arc coinpnrativcly very fcw in number, aiitl embraces 
only n s m d l  fraction of the nliole diffi<sulty. Tlierc arc tlioiisands of 
priv3 ic mcdiunis, and tcix of tl!ouc;antls who eagerly drink in the 
same morally ruinous doctrincs. Tl’licn tlioy c:in fully ignorc all the 
wliolcsoinc regulations of socicty, arid abandon tlieinsclvcr to  evil, 
tlricl licciitioiwxss, tliey boastingly s1)cak of tlicir f‘rccdom from, 
wlint tlicy call, social co:ivcn~iorialf:;ins and tlic snpcrstitic~nsof C h i s  
tinnity. Tlicy plant tlicnisclvcs upon tlic i7 i , / inc /s  of tlicir rinturcl, 
and iisc tlicir reason only to dcvisc Incans for their grsti!ication. In 
this way tlicy invert tlic order of nature, arid passion rcccivcs the 
approbation of conscicncc through a pcrvertcd intellect. In this 
stntc of mind, tlic wrongs which t!:c world so clccply deplore, be-
come, to them, a rcligion ; and as such al l -pverful  over t h m .  

T h y  earnestly contend that no external authority, and no code 
of liunian lams, can justly bind tlicir sffcctjons, or interfcre w i h  
thcir libcrty to follow the irnpiilsc of their personal o$tnitiey. They 
claim that they have a God-given r i ~ l i tto rectify any  mistake they 
may have made, and do so as  oflen a8 such mistakes occur ; and, 
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CIIAPTER 11. 

T I IE  HATCCII D I V O R C E  C A S E ,  


h ninny of i t s  fcaturcs this is, unquestional):y, one of the most 
rcmarlcnl)lc cases ever brouglit bcforc a legal tribunal. It presCnts 
a great degrcc of depravity, and n loss of moral consriousncss scl
dorn cqiial!ccl in the Iiistorgr of lcgal jurisprudence, ant1 ftxcnsic 
knoivlcdgc sitting in jixdgniciit, pros:itiitccl to tlic vilcsl arid most 
unnatiirai piirposcs. In otlicr words, it is Sp i r i tw l i~sx ,not ii-ieyclj
blossornccl out, I)ut gonc to seed. T f  i t  be true tlixt cvii gcnii linrc 
ariytliiiig to clo ~ i t htlic events of this life, tlicrc cnri bc oiily one 
possibility of tlicir having aiiy regret in this a f f i r ,  (viz.,) that they 
havc bccii outclonc in iniquity. Tlic icnlity of ilie case can iicvcr 
be fully drawn by tlic pen. It will be paiiitccl by tlic iiitcrior con
sciousncss npon the inner wall of tlic teml)lc not niaclc wit11 liands, 
a d  tlicw alonc can i ts  deformity duly iinprcss tlic soid. 'l'lic ~rorlcl 
llas not bccn prepared for sixcli cxtrciiics, and tlicrcforc can havc 
but keblc  coiiccption of this cnsc. I caiiiiot but expect illst a fair 
and tnit!ifid stntcmcnt n i l 1  be regarclcd as an c s n g y r a t i o n  uii~var
mnt:ible. Aw:ire of this I sliall draw tlic colors as diiiily as I cm,  
and  not Tvit~llloldthe facts. 
I 11:itl b c ~ nsornetliirig of tlic clangcrs and unrclinbility of mcdium

diip, niitcccc!cnt to Uiss Cora 1,. V. Scott bccoiniiig my WXC I but I 
h ; d  1)iit faint conception of i t s  cstciit. Separatioiis and divorces 
wcrc f'iiljy discussccl between us, and the consumination of oiir nup
tials v a s  made conclitional, that  110 subscqucnt cvcnts slioulcl cvcr 
absolrc tlic union. \Vc inutually aiid solcmnly pledged oursclvcs 
bcf'o1.c God arid to each other, that  our union sliould bc life-long, rc
g ~ ~ i d l c s sof ail moral and social coiiditicns,-that if'citlicr Iacl i~din 
moral furcc., tlic otlicr should, wit11 redoubled cncrg-y, scck to rlldic 
up the deficicncy, and rcfoim the offcnilcr. Also that  we would 

* mutual!y stu(1y tlic ~iappiness,cazc~io f t h e  otIicr, to t ~ i cfu1Icst cstciit ,* 

of our abilities ; errors sliou~dbc rcformcil, offcnccs, if any, atoiiccl 
for, p:trclon freely bestowed ; believing that  by so c1oir:g we could . 



TIIE HATCII DITOECE CASE. 25 
a 




. 


26 THE HATCH DIVORCE CASE. 
* 

soon t o  mect. O n  my arriving in ~roolilyvn,tlic 6th of :\iig., she 
w:ts a t  cliiiiier, niicl saw iiic p a s  tile window, niicl ruslicd froin ilic 
bxwiiii~ritto  tlic parlor u-itli a11 possiblc speed, a i d  �or n irioiiier;t 

~ S ‘ : L T - Cme as warm n grccti iq as eyer n 11usb31icl rcccivccl froin a 
wil‘c. E:ut an  apiy,rcrit indiflcrcncc soon �ullo~~-ed,3 r d  wi i l i i r i  iiiriety 
minilies from tliat tiinc slie infornml nie that slie ‘‘ Did not wish m y  
I o n p i - to  reinnin niy vili..” I reqiiircd ilie reasons for sucli n tlc
clarxtion. I will licrc record tlic dialogue wl~icl ifol lo~~ccl ,wliicli, on 
hcr p x t ,  i r n s  cnrricil o n  in ilic snme proinpt 2nd clccisire iriaiii~cr 

wliicli cli,w:ictcrizcs licr before nnclienccs. 
D r .  IVliy, Corn 1 on 11-lint do you prcdicnte such a decision? 
Corn. \Wl, I l1avc tl1rec rcaso11s. 
.Dr. I will licnr tiicm. 
C. ls t ,  I caiiiiot snstain scsunl re1:itions with you without injury 

t o  myself: 
Dr. 1Tovcrcr mucli I may diffcr wit11 yoti in opinion, your l~crson 

s1i:ilI be lielcl inviolntc to  tlie end of any l m i o d  of time you iiiay 
c7csig11alc. 

C. Tlint is all T can ask, and tlint objcction becomes rcmovcJ. 
Dr. TTliat is your scconil rcason ? 
C. You arc closcr in J-OW money mnttcrs than I wish you ~verc.  
I l r .  ITnve I not supplicd a11 your n~ai:tsLi 

. C. YPS,�ar morc prodigdiy tlimi I would inysclf. 
.Dr. IT:ivc I not -paid rriy debts ? 
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should be as glad to treat you as a 1:tdy sl~ouldtrcst a gentleman as 
any rnan in tlic world, but‘ as a husband, I hate you.” 

This separation was so sudden and without any visible c:~use,that 
a, multitude of various conjccturcs sprang up, and soon took tlic form 
of autliciiiic reports, and thus tlic vilcst calumny T V ~ Sfrccly circula
ted in every direction. Tlic rotten licartcd and demonized men and 
wonmi cagcrly sought for and absor.l)cd these iiito tiieir own bciiig, 
as ~voulda Jacl;dl, decaying flrsli. Cora l ~ n c wtheir falsity, but 
srnilccl at t.lieir promulgation. I bcczmc allnost frantic with suf
fering. 

In tlik condition I first cdlcd upon James J. Xapcs to  aid me in 
staying 1x9bclovcd wife in her nix1 career. I saw him ii i imxhtcly 
after lisviiig liis first intcrvicw with her, and lie exclaimed : ‘‘ hfy 
Cod, IIatch, I am morc excitcd than you arc ! I ncvcr saw a w o m m  
so perfectly li,z!lucinatcd in all my life. T h e  is no reasoning wilh 
ller. I h r y  argumcn t falls pwc1.lcas at her feet.” 

About this tirnc I wrotc to Judge Edmonds, informing him of Cora’s 
condition. Tlie following is his reply : 

L A I ~ EG E O R G E ,  Aiig:n?,t29, 18.58. 
IIaycrr : I aiiivery sorry, but not surprised to licarof’ Cor:L‘s iiitli>l)osition. 

It, is tlic result of iiiy observntioiis 211~1esperieucc, tliat iiiecliimis for inciital 
manifestations caiinot with safety be ovcr\vorlied. 

The draft 011 tiic vital eiicrgks is very great, arid milcss properly r cg la t ed  such 
meclimnx~iipis lilicly to be ii1,jiirious.

Soiiietiiiic.~ it afli:cts the 1)liysical lienllh as i n  tlle caries of JIiss IIartlirigc and Jliss 
sweet ;  and soiiicti!iics tlie iiioxl as in the c:wc of Corn ant1 soltic otliers. 

IIaviii:: r c y r d c d  tliis as n trutli, I liarc k ~ ~ iv c i y  careful i n  that iwpcct wit11 
Ln~i rn .  I Ii:tve watclictl closely her contlilioii at tiiiiw, aiid n.lieiicrer I h a w  any 
y i p s  of ovcr\vorl<iiig, I Iinve iiixistetl 011 lier sto1q)iiig for a \ ~ e e kor tiyo a t  a time, 
aiitl taliiiig rmt aiitl i.ccrentioii. I Iinrc tiieii i i i : : i h t r ( l  upou aii  ciitiit cCss:itioii tliiririg 
the warin we:i:iier. Ileiica it is I 1):oritlccl this i ~ s tof t\voiiioIitlis iii tlie coiiiitry, a id  
t11ns it is I Ii:tve ijrcscrvctl iier l)o\vers i ~ i t lcoiitlitiol I iiiiiiiil)airctl. 

Last Suuiincr illy aclrnoiiiLii,ii to ccnst’ i n  May nxs iicglrc~ctl,a i id  impcrtnnity of 
frieiitls yielded to iiistcatl. T!ie evil coiiseqiiences were soon nialiifcst, and 1l i n o ~  
110 escei)tiori to tlic rule. 

The rciimiy i i i  Cora’s case is rest,, time and rccrc:ition. She onght now for at 
Icasl l\VO Inolltl?s to eiitl hrr tiiiin in pi aiit socicty, in ayceable sceiiery, alld 
witli an cutire cessil. 11 of al l  spiritual ii cncc. S!ie will t1mi recover a souild 
frame of 1 i i i 1 d  

I shnll  be it i  town on htoriday nest  and will be glnd to s w  yoii, aiid in conversa
tioii enter niorc iiito detail tliaii I caii do in tile iiiiiitv of a Icttcr. Yours,&C., 

J. W. EI);\IOSI)S. 

The day I receivcd the above letter I also saw the Judge, and he 
then informed nic that ~ i chad convcrscd with his spirit friends and 
t h y  assured him that Corn’s condition 11773s tlic result of an overtax
ed brain which wcslicned licr phyvsicdly, and cvil influ2:nccs had got 
posscssion of Iier, and that lie could rcn(1cr me assistance in rcgairi
ing control cf her, and tlius rcrnovc hcr from lier present surround-



THE IIBTCII DIVORCE CASE. 29 



:mcc to  rcllcnrsc. Arid still, I linrc only such as tlicy rcl:~totl a , 

1~7liicl1,doubtless, is oiily n moity of tlie reality. ‘l‘lins 1 ri jlk),v,f 

cmfiilence in tlicsc incn, and trusted in their lianch tlle no st dnc~cc! 
relation of life, and i t  blasted and witliered bcncat!i their unl~allon-. 
ctl and dastardly toiicli. She was made n victim of their illlilrrixl 
i1i:ig:.netism,a:id tliercby became still morc iiitciisificd in licr p1iipsc’s 
uf \~ ro i iguntil slie was curried bejwrid snything I could linvc con
ceircd possible . 

At my rqucs t ,  I~~li’~ionclsiiirited Corn t o  nccompiiy liirn 1io::le at 
tlic close of‘O:E oi‘ t?icir mcctings j (for I the11 bclicvccl Iiim to I!:~vc 
soiiie lionor,) slic did so, arid r r n s  ciitrancccl tlic milie e~cni~i;; ,a t  
liis liousc, : ~ n dninde a speech, sincc wliicli time Iic lias maiiilb,,stecl 
tl:e greatest ?1;[1/i2; d y  tuwarcls me. I siippos(: that Corn k ~ i o ~ mas 
little of the  iiatiire of tint intcrvicw as riiysclf. T e  71-ill 1m,s 11y 
tliis arbitration 3s onc of tlic k i rk  deeds of’ a clcprarcci 1iiiiii;iTIify. 
Ylie revelations of ctcrnity will fnlly witlidraw tlic curtaiii \;-liich 
(wi-ers its i i i iqui t~.  Napes Ilad the princi1~a1,if not tlie ciitirc 111;tn-

agcnie1:t of ilie inattcr. At last tlicy arrived at the co!iclrisioii, ivliicli 
eviclcntly t!icy coiiiinciiccd witli, 17iz : t l i x t  we inu.;t be se1)<ir :~t(d,  
ant1 so amarclccl. 7‘1ic following quotation from this ivoiitlerfnl ( h c 
ulllcllt JV.Ill unrarcl tl1e rnystcry : 
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~ e p l pwas as follows :-Ir Yes, for m o m  prodigally than I ’ivould myself.” Mrs.
Hatch’s mother has on several occasions reproved me for niy prodigality in that di
rection, and thouglit it was a waste of nioney, which could result iii no good to her 
daughter.

If  our Iluptial relations had been placed upon the basis of a pecuniary reward. 
instead of a liarnioiiioiis aiid love union, I think that I may reasoilably say tliat 1 
have paid liar five tiines as much as she coiild have made for herself. I iiiost so!eninly
afEnI*that the fir?: coiripkiint wliicli Cora ever made to me, to illy prcserlt l.ecollec-
Lion, was wlien she iufornied me that she did not any longer wisli to retiiiii~ilily wife. 
U u l  on tlie contrary, liad unii‘ornily, in tlie strongest terms, expressed lier eritiro 
satisfaction ; not only to :ne but to all her friends, and that slie was niarricxl for 
lime and eternity. And she had repeatedly pledged herself to inforin me if any
cnstoni or event should give lier pain, that it niiglit be remedied j for I w:is deter-
mined that 110 eff’ort’,on my part, sliould be spared to make lier life blissful. My
love for her made her pleasure niiiie. 

Wlietlier or 110 I should have “ starved ” during those two years witliout the as
sistance of my wife, I am unable to say. Cut a3 1have but little c ( J l l f i t h 1 c C  in the 
profundity of the Judge’s knowledge, I most respectfully decline repositig ally con
fidence in that statement. 

That “ I had riotbing to  do with the enr?ziizgs which all helonett1 to her,” I can 
only say that I labored niore days tlian slie did honrs ill tlic: accuiiiiiliiiiori. 11 was 
our mtitrcnl busiiicfis ;and for the Judgo to say that I Iiacl no nioi~alor legal right 
Lo tile “ control uf tile proceeds nit,hout a gross breach of coiiliilrtiice (111 iiiy ])art ,’’  
sliows hiin to be about as correct in legal matters M lie is iii liis disccniiiiont of 
eoiriiiio~ij uslice. 

Tliat the Judge’s letter t o  me is malicious and vindictive in its tone, inibccile in  
its cliaracter, and unmanly to tlie last degree in all its parts, neetls iio otlicr proof 
tliai; its perusal. “ AIOHT W O G L E  JUDGE, A DANIEL,A DANIEL, A Si:cosr) DASIEL,’’ 
iiicrvt truly. Irony side. When persoiis, wlio have once occupied lii,rrh and Iioiior
able positions, cnii so far bemean themselves as to become iiistriiiiiciital i i i  hreakiii? 
u p  frunily relntioirv 011 such a basis, anti that wliolly false, as is set forth iii l G h i o i i d + i  
Icttcr, it beconies us not to boast of the inoral and elevating character of spiritual
mxiiuixisliip. 

The other two arbitrators evidently feIt disposed to take lIie niore discreet part of 
witliholding the grounds of their decision, and screen themselves bcliintl \\.lint tlicy 
believed to be a public prejudice against me for having made a little Inoncy out of 
sl)iritnallecturing, supposing that their position ~von l t lsecure for tlieni and hlrs. 
IT., the convictioii of‘ the public that I was gnilty of some gross wroii:o; agaiit3t 1ny
wife. Tliese men ~vouldeiiter the precincts of’ niy family relation, aiitl, ivliile the 
liitlierto devoted wife was laboring under ail illversion of. her conjugal feeli.!gs,pro
duced by a too freqnellt eritrancenieiit (and which is as universal as s1)iritnal con
trol), allti aa  overtaxed brain, or while a victim to unfortunate iiiflnenccs ; and 
rntlilessly sever its once 1iai)py ties, try to  confiscate my property, a~ id ,by  implica
tion, blast m y  cllaracter, aiicl that, too, without f‘eeliiig tlieniselves called ul)o11to 
3iT-e even tlie reasons whereof I was thus insulted and wronged.
I rrrite thus plain and pointedly that I may-, if possible, induce tliesc men to man

flllly state ally 111or:il ivrong which tlicy are knowing to m y  ever having co!nniitted 
aqninst my I)elovcd but truant wife, Mrs. CORA L. V. HATCH. If tliey cannot do 
tliis, tllell tllpy are niorally bound to hide theniselves in sliame for the course t h y  
liax-e p11rsuctl. I wi1.l wait a reasonable l e i r ~ t hof time for a reply.

Very truly, 13. F. JIATCII, M.D. 
S c z o  Y-G~J;,J(rwian~,1859. 

TOl h c  B l i t o y  cf tJcc X Y. Tribrinc. 
SLR: I canrid consent to have any controversy with Dr. IIatch. He selected nio 

as one of the aibitrators between him and his wife, and it is in no respect through 
nix iristrunieiitality or with my consent that the matter lias been brollglit beforo tho 
Inuhlic. IIe. with your assistancc, has done that ; and you would not hear from me 

. !*’ . iii  the matter, i f  it-were not for the fact that the letter from mo to him, which you 
\. ~ - giubii4i, 11,~sbeen YO garbled. 
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I send you a true copy of my letter, that you may see how important a portion
he has omitted, and what alteratioiis he has made in it. to suil his own purposes.

I also send you a copy of his letter to which mine was a reply, and a statement 
of the cliarges, which we found were established against hini. 'I'lius you have the 
whole matter before you to do with it as you choose. 

For my part I have done with it. No remarks of yours or lib can, I think, pro
voke ine to waste another word on the matter. 

In the niearitime you must allow me to add that I agree with you in the wish that 
this matter Iiad been kept out of the papers, and that this is one of the many iu
stances i r i  wliich I have observed that the attempt to use Spiritualism for selfish pur
poses, is wre ,  first or last, to be attended with disastrous consequences. 

n i i u  LTbt-k, Jan. 4,1859. J. W. EDMONDS. 

To t h e  Editor of The X. Y, Tribuizc. 
SIR: Some kirid friend has forwarded me a copy of your paper of Jan. 6, con

tniniiig a note from my friend J. W. Ednionds, in which he informs your readers that, 
he cannot corisetit to hare any controversy with Dr. Hatch," and accuses iiie of 

havinq " garbled" his letter. I published e~,eryword of said letter escept a brief 
paragraph, which ivould hare niade about two lines of printed matter, and which 
was of sucli a filthy character as to forbid its publication. Both Ednionds aiid a 
large class of the Spiritualist public will know t,hat every paragraph of the publish-
en portion of that letter is an ciatire fnlseliood, which can be most fiilly sihtantiated 
beyond all Controversy ; and, notwitlistaridiiig this, he has the presumptioii to call 
ulion the public to believe that there is truth in another statement of his, which is of 
such a nature it caniiot be published. I t  only shows how readily a man may be in
duced to iiireiit one wrong to screen hiniself from the just condeuinntion by the ex
posure of aiiotlier. If he has any other ' I  charges which were established against 
me," why not hare gireii them to nie as well as to the Tribune '? Have I no  nioral 
riglit to know why iny faniily is broken tip and property confiscated? This very
nietliotl of procedure is conclusive evidence of soiiietliiiig deeply, morally mrong, 
slid from wliicli he caniiot extricate himself with any degree of honor, and thus 
screens liiniself in  tlie s i d e s  of siieiice. There were 720 cliarges sustairied unless it 
be on tlie basis of her word in opposition to mine. Edmonds had frankly iiiforined 
me that Iio had frequently been so infested by evil spirits that for days it w\.hollydis
qualified liiiii for his avocation j anti, out of charity to him, I had iiitluced myself to 
believe that liis letter to me was written wliile afflicted by one of those iiifestations, 
and that wlien he again became master of liiniself lie would acknowledge his 
erriuq. Wliethcr I was niistsken in my diagnosis or the obsession still continues, I 
know I lOt .  

Suffice it to say, that I hare shown the origitzrtl said letter to  more than a dozen 
geiitlenieii, iiot one of whom would deem it any honor to be compared to Judge E. 
in judgnieut, acconipanicd by tlie same staternelit which I made to Edlilonds, a id  
upon wkiidi lie clniriis to predicate the omittcd brief paragraph, and they have uni
foi~nilyexpressed their condemnation in the strongest terms, and believed him to be 
eitlier uttcrly incompetent of proper judgment upon the subject, or driven to the last; 
extremity for self-justification in an unmanly cause, I will rest the entire case 011 

t.lie decision of three or five high-minded and honorable men, who are u)2bi.ibed,
whetlicr I have committed any wrong in that matter, morally or socially. The fact 
is, it was only a most miserable and disho~ao~ablcsubterfuge, which none but such 
would ever have resorted to. 

Tliat 1have committed one great mistake since, not before the separation, I an' 
free to ackriowledge, and I am willing to receive its penalty. Christ was accused 
of castiuq out devils through Beelzebub the prince of devils. But he told ltienl that 

a kirigtloni divided against itself could not stand." Had he have d l c t l  up011]as
civioaq, 1)rofaiieand brandy-pickled men to perform the work of his holy mission, 
his folly would have been equalled only by that of B. F. Halch. 

The orily basis of a separation between Mrs. H. and myself is siiivly a desire o* 
her p w t ,  alld that, too, mliich came upori her in a single day, unless her own written 
and verlml testinioriy previous to her inversion is to be totally disbelieved. The 
Free-Love doctrine is so prevaient among the Spiritualists that I suspected N r .  Ed-



molds with others of being tinctured with it. I therefore called upon him in person
and gave him my apprehensions, and required a vprbal pledge that he \tould be 
governed by the laws of’ the State in any drcision lie might niake in my ca\e, arid 
distinctly sLated that I would not permit him to act as ail arbitrator on any otliei con
ditions. He evidently Rew into a passion and said, ‘‘ M y  opinions upon niari iage are 
h o  weil knoivn to require any pledge from me, for I have slated i n  my public lec
tures 011 Spiritudism that I did not believe in a separation of husband and wife on 
any gl ounds whntever.” And after making this statement with a11 the earriestness 
of a combative feeling, he then decides for a sepsration without “ any groaiitls nliatc 
e k  er,” save tlie desire on her part. If lie could not cornply with the coiitlitions, n hy 
did lie ask to be put on that aibitration ? IIe told me before I coiisented for hiin to 
ac’t, that he liad conversed with liiv spirit-frieiitl\, and that they liatl a\bured him that 
Cora’s conditioii was solely the rezult of an over-tastd brain. IIe had alao written 
me, froin nliicli I make the foilon.ing extract: “ I am sorry, but not fiurprisetl, to 
learn of Cora‘s indisposition. I t  is the result of my esperirrice ant1 oltaervation that 
rnedintns for nienlal niariifestations cannot with safety be oven! orlied. * * The 
remedy, in Cora’s case, is tinie, rpat a i d  recreatiort.” 1 ad<,i n  the name of all that 
is truthful, what confidence can I repose in a inan thus \ acillatiiii ?-I\ ho I\ ill tell 
m e  OUC thing one day, arid another the next, ant1 then reioi t to the niost uii.ju\M
uble meany to sustain his position ? If I \\ iite i)laiti,it is I)ccau\e that I have no 
patience with such vacillation and destitution of all tlie niore no1)Ie qiialkies of ti ue 
manliood, whether it be the resuit of Uacun, Snecleiibouig ortlio Devil 1 * 

Jan. 10, 1839. Very truly, IS.P.m T c I r ,  31. I). 

This correspondcncc cornpelled them, in order to screen tlicmselvcs 
from public condemnation, to resort to new measures. I liad openly 
called upon them for the cnure of tlieir breaking up my family. They 
&id noni: to gi?.e,; arid, tlicrcfurc. Corn in tier irisam condition 
\,vas iriduced to swear to  :t medley of uniniportaiit and disgusting 
cliarges, as a complaint, and tiiis T V ; ~thrown before the public, 
:I$ n wlialeinnn tlirows a liogshcacl overboard to tlic dcludcd whale, 
v;liich Iic tries to  destroy instead of liis real enemy. Ail tlicse 
spccifications (save the clinrge of cruel trcatnicnt, wliicli she did not 
make before them, a singular fact if true,) they liad gone 
tlirougli with arid found w/~oZ/y unsi~~lnirzct l .l3n t i t  was the o:~ly 
rampart of defciicc which could be thrown up betwccii tlieinsclves 
aid  tlic public. This t h y  clothcd in the most extravagant man
ner for the purpose of deceiving the general reader, and this complaint 
has justly bceii regarded by all critical minds as a w r y  rernnrkable 
l ~ p ldocument. Though almost wliolly false, stripped of its vcrbiage 
a n d  legal tcchnicalitics, i t  amounts to mere nothing. To show this, I 
will, itcrn by item, dissect it, and put it in domestic form, still retain
ing every chnygc and idea involved. It 113s 11ad a general circnlntion 
through tlic public journals ; and tlioae who remcinber i t  will know 
tlint I do it na irijustice by this dissection. 

1st. “ TVe w-ei.e married in  Attica, N. Y., the ‘7th of Au_nu\t, 1836. 2tl. Since 
onr rnariiage w e  h‘ive resided i n  the State of New Yorl;. 3d. IIc hn.; treated in0 
in tlie niaiiiier thc follov ing allegations will show. 4th. He, before marriage 

, * Edmonils cl.rimq to be controlled by the spiiita of Bacon and Swedenbourg. 
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over-estimated to me, as I believe, his social position and financial ability. 5th. 
He has not practised medicine siiice our  marriage, iior iiiade any attenipt to d o  
so, but has devoted his atteiition to tlie business of m y  lecturing, aid, tliereforc, 
has lived upon m y  earnings. 6th. I hare delivered, in this arid other states, va
rious lcctures, t,he proceeds of which lie has iiivested, after supplyiug our wants 
ail!! giving me $iOO. He agreed to sul~plytlic waiits of my motIiei*, but has 
given her oiily $10. Tth. He furiiislied iiie with old flaiiiiel, of coarser iiiaterial, 
for undergarments then I was williiig to use, arid refused to supply any other 
but, tile blanliet. He supplied me with espeiisive and showy outward garments, 
but  refused the flannel. 8th. He has, soiiietinies, refused to provide nie with 
esrriages wlicii I desired; aiid on several occasions he lias neglected to call for 
food for me after I liad been deliveriig lectures. 9th. IIe has, soiiietirnes, ac
cepted of iiivitations to visit our friends iustead of eiigaging board, and reinairled 
loiiger tlraii I deemed it proper for liiiii to do. 10th. He lias given me poclxt
mo:iey to sii1)ply all my actual want$, but 110 surplus, only on one occasion, aiid 
thcn only $ 2 .  1Ie lias couuted tlie nuiiiber of pieces of clotlies given out to 
the lauiidress, mid lins neglected to provide me with a home. IIe introduced ine 
to two gentleiiicii (Drs. Folsoin and Lionsj ot’ his acquaintance, wlioiii I subse
quently believed were of a questionable cliaracter, but he did not introduce rile to 
any feiuales. 11th. That subsequently to this arbitration he  tried to compcl me 
to leave hlr .  W i n .  A Luddcr’s aiid live somewliere else. IIe lias accosted iiie in  
the street siiice our separation, aiid used 11izrsh a d  severe language to inc; a i d  
he has tlirc.atc~iediiie with persoiial violence. IIe is a large aiid a strong man, 
and I a111 afizid he will iiiflict soiiie serious iii*juryupon iiic. I-Ielias boasted of his 
infideliLy to his fbrmer wife, and of his great powers of seduction. He hils been 
guilty o f  immoral ofkiinces which hare daiimged iiiy licalth arid delicacy. He has 
iritrotluccd me to a female, and caused iiie to associate with her, whoni T beliew 
is an abancloncd character, a i d  he kceps lier iiiiriiature ; and, at  other times, he 
has coiiiiliitted iniiiioralities, arid I do not fuel i t  safe to cohabit wit11 him. Aud 
for these reasons I wish to  absolve the marital relation, and, therefore, petition
the court to ?.id me in my efk’orts. C O l t A  L. v. 11A~CIX. 

If I have any conccption of the mcaning of language, I liavc re
taincd each and every idea in her conipl~zint,aiid I think that Nrs. 
LIatch licrsclf, in reading it iii its truc form, cannot avoid tlie blush 
oc1 iaortification a t  its estienic purility. IIow faithfully sllc 113s kept-
her solcrnn plcdgc to me, and her oath before God, I leave for licr 
and the puldic to  decide. No riglit-minded woman would ever leave 
her I~usbandon such a basis, were tlic coinplaint true. Tliis is not 
all, it is utlcrly and e?itirdyfulse,  from its 4th specification to  its closc, 
in a11 its spirit and nearly all its wording. I made no misrepresen
tations to  her beforc marriage, for thcre was no necessity of doing 
80, and she has repeatedly so aclinowledged since. The 5th item tls 

it stands in this synopsis is true ; cxccpt I totally deny the earninss 
hing more the result of her labors than mine. The mother’s needs 
I h v e  ever cxprcsscd a millingness to supply, and have requested 
her to  draft on me whenever she was in want ; but it is wholly false 
t h t  it was made any condition of Cora lccturing, or that ariy Such 
agrecrncnt was ever entcred into, or any conversation upon the sub
ject was ever held between us. It lias been Cora’s ambition to  hc
turc, and I have, with great difficulty, restrained her from speskillg 

c 
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when she was unfit to do so. And slie has frequently persisted in 
speaking in opposition to my entreaties for her not to. 7th. For 
more than a year I urged the necessity of lier putting on flannel 
skirts, but she refused, stating that she had never worn them 
at any period of her life. ‘< The blanket” was of the finest domestic 
manufacture, and was suggested by me, not on the ground of ecom
my,but of&fitncss. When m y  efforts failed, deeming her unduly ex-
posed, I requested the lady with whom we were stopping, to urge 
upon lier the necessity of warmer clothing beneath her hoops. With-
out any comment, this lady made Cora two flannel skirts, and re-
quested her to wear them. This is the origin of that much harped-
on story, that “her friends were obligod to furnish her with petti
c o a t ~ . ’ ~It would have been preposterous to the last degree, for me, 
as a physician, to withhold articles of clothing which could not 
hare exceeded two or three dollars, when her health required it. 
KO rational person can fail to see the absurdity of this item of her 
cornplaint ; and her lawyer, who would permit it, ought to be put in 
petticoats and have a child to lead him. 8th. I have no recollection 
of ever having denied her a carriage when she wished one, or when 
it was needful, but, on the contrary, have a great number of times 
procurccl them when it was wholly a matter of taste, more than con
venience ; and frequently after Icaving the carriage die would walk 
for pleasure much further than she had rode. I have never failed to 
call for food for her after lectures, when it was not furnished with-
out-even if I had, I see no offcnce in this, as she could easily ring 
for the servant herself. 9th. My tarrying with friends was more for 
licr gratification than my own, and while I thank them for their hos
pitality I regret that she should make her own expressed wishes a 
basis of complaint. 

10th. Our business was such that we were riearly always togeth
er, and for this reason she seldom had any use for money, but 
a l w a ~ sall tlint she required. There was a t  all times from $90, to 
$200 a t  her disposal, in her trunk, to which slie was repeatedly re-
quested to help herself whenevcr in need. Traveling rendered 
it neccssary for us to employ Iaundresses to whom we were stran
gers, and when Cora had neglected to count the pieces given out, I 
have doiie so, only t o  see that they were returned. Dr. Folsorn I 
11avebeen acquainted with for nine years, and believe him to be a 
high-iniiiclcd arid worthy gentleman of high attainments. Dr. Lions 
was a casual acquaintance, of most, refined address, who imposed 
upon me as  well as many of the first families of this city. I intro-
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duced her, on our arrival in New York, t o  as highly respectable 
females as any with whom she has become acquainted since. 

11th. I did attempt to remove her from Mr. Ludder’s, and to take 
her to thc Astor Place Hotel, which I believed to be a more fit place 
for her ; but used no other force than to take her by the hand to  
prevent her from fleeing, and told her that  I had come for her. It is 
w h d y  mitrue that I have cvcr used any harsh expressions to her a t  
any time whatever, or made any threats of personal violence. But, 

on the contrary, I have uniformly treated her with the greatest pos
sible kindness and forbearance ; and never have had the least incli
nation of doing otherwise. One singular fact is that, if it be true 
that I had ever been guilty of any personal abuse, either by word or 
deed, she did not mention it to the arbitrators. Sny threats of per
sonal violence would so have outraged her sensitive nature, that it 
mould have been the paramount specification in her complaint. But 
during two months of arbitration n,o allusion war  mnde to  a n y  such thing. 
This should be borne in mind, for i t  is the only importnnt idea con
tained in her present complaint, and which ’wasinserted by her Attor
ney to give some show to the ruattcr, tliough Edmonds is awnrc it 
was never made before liini. 

But duty compels me to more fully explain her chargc of “ accost
ing her on the street, and using harsh and scvcre language.” On 
yeturning one day from Brooldyn, in Nov. last, I niet Mrs. IIatch and 
Mrs. Luddcn in the Fulton ferry-house. I told hcr that I wished to 
rnakc a proposition to  her, which she could accopt or refuse ; but 
she declined to listen. I urged the necessity of her hearing it. She 
p:issed into the street and called for a policeman, whom I informed 
that she was my wife, and I only wished to speak to her ; and he 
dcclined to interfere. After walking together about one block, she 
consented to listcn to what  I had to  say, (viz.,) “ Cora, I am awarc 
of your extreme mediumistic and susceptible nature. You associate 
only with my most bitter enemies. You absorb their fcelings and 
reflect it back upon me. I most fully believe that if you would 
leave them, your unkind feelings towards me would soon cease. If 
you will consent to reside in  some family, where they are your 
wariixxt friends, and not my enemies, I will pay all your bills, and 
leave you mholly unmolested ; and then if you wish to separate 
from me, I will not appear against any proceedings. But believing 
as I do that  you do not realize what you are about, I should feel 
myself recreant t o  duty were I to  forsake you.” She declined the 
proposition. Here we parted without my having given her an un-
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pleasant word, and I have not seen her since. It was the only time 
wc have ever met on the street since our separation. It is utterly 
untrue that I ever boasted either “ of infidelity to the former wife, or 
strong seductive powers, or that  I have been guilty of any immoral 
offences towards her.” The “ female ” to  whom she has alluded in 
such disgraceful terms, and whose “ miniature” has been in Cora’s 

possession since the day it was received, is a married lady, moving 
in the first circles of society, and the daughter of one of t h e  first 
familics of our country. Thus, I believe, that  I have replied to every 
ides in her cornplaint. 

These arbitrators are fully committed in my domestic troubles ; 
and Mnpcs and Edmonds undoubtedly mill continue to do all they 
can to pcrpctuate the difficulty. They have taken upon themselves, 
what I think I may justly say no honorable men would crave. 

I have this complaint to make, namely :There were parties under 
the apparent garb of friendship, who got  up the most darcning and 
unpririciplccl stratagem to ruin my family relations ; and tl int  this 
plan had been concocted months antecedent to my having any 
knowledge of it. On my way home from Chicago, thc first of A u ~ . ,  
1S58, I stopped over Sunday with a hlr. Sampson in Ypsilanti, Mich., 
who statcd to  me that he had recently visited New York, and that 
he was informed wliilc here that there were efforts being made to 
separate mc and Cora ; and was surprised when I assured him that 
Cora and I lived in tlie grcatcst harmony. In my correspondence 
with Col. TN. A. Danskin, of Baltimore, in which I spoke of my as
tonishmcnt a t  Cora’s sudden change, he replies as  follows :-

BALTIMORE,Aug. 6 ,  1858. 
near  Bocfor:--Tours of yesterday has just been handed me, and with you I de

plore tlie condition (Jf Co~a’smind. Your statement in rerard to the stiddcnness of 
her 1)roposition to leave you, somewhat surprises me. At least two months ago I 
Iieaitl that, i l  was said by a gentleman vlio had just returned from New York, that 
cffirts \\’ere being niade to separate yon, which efforts persons in New York were 
coitfidwtt would be successful. I mention this Fecamse it may give yon some light 
n liich yon seem not now to have. I heard it without comment, and (lid not deem 
it  u o r t h  u l d e  to write you in reference to it. W. A. I)ANSKI;C.” 

One word more in reference to Edmonds, and I have done with 
this lioriid ch:iptcr of iniquity. As a lawyer he declares over his 
o w n  Gignatnrc, that the $3,000 we had accumulated by our mutual 
efforts “ d l  by ~ i g h tand by law belonged to Cora.” 1st “ By right.” 
I took a girl froin poverty, clothed her like a princess, and by untir
i n g  toil 011 m y  part, and by my financial ability, was cnablcd to lay 
by somctliing above expenses. Edmonds had told me that by mp 
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management I w;ns doing a greater work for the cause of Spiritusl
ism than any othcr in the field. hiapes also declared that our suc
cess was more the rcsult of my maiiagerncnt than her qualifications. 
And now with a name before the world, she declares her inability 
to support herself. The labor of those two years was the most ardu
ous of my life, while Cora had notliing to do only about three hours 
per weck t o  subniit to entrancement. Again, full one-third of the $3,000 
I made by publishing, was wholly independent of Cora. Notwith
standing all this, Edmonds declares that I “ could not control one 
dollar of i t  without a gross breach of confidence on my part.” Wori
derful Judge ! ! 2d. “ By law.” I mill give the highest authority 
upon this subject and there leave it. 

‘‘The ~iusbundi s  entitled t o  the  pro$ts of any business con
ducted by his wife, and i s  ZiuFZe for articles bought with Ibis 
Iinowledp and assent for the purpose of pl-osecuting it,7’-
Fourth of Duer. 

But this was conducted by myself. 
The matter did not stop here. hiapes had all of my available 

means (which appears to be a permanent investment, though a part 
of i t  is on sewn  per cent. per annum,) the niorigages being on Illin
ois property, would not at a forced sale bring one-fourth of their real 
value. Knowing this, I was pursued with a fiend-like malignity for 
the purpose of accomplishing my pecuniary ruin ; and Mapcs’ notes 
were refused in payment for alimony. RUINwas the aim, and notliing 
short could satiate this forocity, while at the same t h e  Cora was 
making $75 or $100 per week, unless she was robbed. Her condition 
was such that slie was rcady to sanction with her oath any s t a t e  
rnent wliicli would subserve immediate purpose. Were I to  state 311 
the truth in this matter it would be more libelous than fiction. By
ron well expresses the emotions which naturally arise in the soul to-
wards those who would thus ruthlessly trample under foot my conju
gal relation, which was far rnorc dearer to  me than all things else. 

‘‘ Oh ! wretch, without a tear-without a thought, 

Save joy above the ruin thou hast wrought-

The time shall comeJ nor long remote, when thou 

Shalt feel far more than thou inflictest now ; 

Feel for thy vile self-loving sclf in vain, 

And turn thee howling in unpitied pain.

May the strong curse of crnsh’d affections light 

Back on thy bosom with reflected blight ! 

Arid make thee in thy leprosy of mind 

As loathsome to thyself as to mankind ! 

Till all thy hard heart be calcined into dust, 

And thy soid welter in its hideous crust! 
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Oh, mzy thy grave be sleepless as the bed,

The widow’d couch of fire, thou hast spread ! 

Then, when thou fain woulclst weary heaven with prayer, 

Look on thine eartlily victims-and despair ! 

Down to the dust !-and, as thou rott’st away,

W n  worms shall perish on thy poisonous clay. 

13ut for the love I bore, and still niust bear, 

To her thy malice from all ties would tear-

Tlly name-thy human name-to every eye 

The climax of all scorn should hang on hight 

Exnltecl o’er thy less abhorr’d coiiipeers-

And festering in the infamy of years.” 


I find in niy heart no sevcrc censure for Cora. She is a WOMAN, 

that is saying the best and the worst. But two years has given me 
to know illat iderently, aside from influences brought to bear upon 
her, sllc is n true woman. She is young, indiscreet, easily flattered 
and influenced by those she believes to bc her friends, and they have 
thus imposed upon her, and more than all she is a medium. She 
docs not realize tha t  these partics are fighting me through her-that 
ilicy have secured her youthful confidence without any regard to her 
real intcrcst, and are willing to effect her ruin as well as mine to 
accomplish their unhallowed purpose. 

Again she was induced to swear in her complaint, that  during the 
sistccn montlis tliat I managcd tlie business she made $6,000 or $7,-
000--$400 pcr month. And tlicn when she sues for alimony she 
again s~~-e:trsthat she can make only about $50 per month, notwith
stnilcling tlic great increase of her audiences in consequence of the 
cxcitenicnt growing out of her application for divorce. And on this 
liiiid of swcaring the court g a n t s  her $5 per week. This is not all. 
Ec1luoi:ds nccuscd me of having (( confiscated her property.” I replied 
tllnt tllnt could not have been a cause of separation, for up to that 
dntc it was all invested in her name. She again swears that she 
( ‘  l<no~x-sof no such transaction,” whereas Edmonds line7,u that  I had 
ill IHJ- possession the oi-iginal document of a purchase of five acres 
of ltlllcl mar  Chicago for $4,400, signed by (‘T. P. Abell of the first 
:11lCl Corn L. V. Hatch of the second part” and duly rccorded in  the 
cotulty clerk's office. How far Cora knew to what she was swearing 
I am unable to say. 

IIcr corlclition is a dangerous one ; sensitive to the last degree, 
ancI f1cjating among a most lecherous people. The history of mediums 
is unf;ivoral)lc to a hope of a happy termination. I desire her hap
piness Inorc tllan my own, but  she is not in the road which leads to  
it. I 11;xvcsonglit her rclicf, but every effort has been contorted into 
l~crsecution. 1lino\v that  were she surrounded by  a proper religious 

. 
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association and influenccs die would be brought to  sce her rcal con
dition ; the cvil repellcd and slie redeemed. My request that she 
should change associations for a while is as little as I can ask. 
Spirits, as she believcs them to be, have, through licr own lips, 
tliresteiied tlie destruction of her co:ijugal rclation, and her find 
ruin. The first is brought to pass-time will determine the rcst. 
Tlic Arcli Fiend has employed faithful servants for liis work of nioral 
dcstruction. Sad victim of a worse dclusion-to suppose the work 
of dcvils t o  be that of angels ! Rccrcant to hcr nuptial vows, slic 
petitions the court t o  release her from the bonds of matrimony, an 
audacity scldom equalled, and strikes i ts  poisoned arrows at the in
stitution shc should uphold. Had she, during m y  brief al)sence, acted 
the part  of a prudent wife and avoided her unwarrantable flirt:itions, 
promenades, saloon dinners, sherry cobblers, and theatres, she would 
not have been brought under such influences as  to causc hcr to have 
entered upon licr mad career or sought to absolve hcr union. I men
tion this only as i t  is fit that  the cause should be known. One sin 
leads to another. AIy enemies thus found her an easy victim ; and 
the rcsult is before the world. The blow was sudden, and made far 
more terrible by the happiness which had preceded it. 

Thou knowest well what once I was to thee ; 
One who for love of one I loved-for thee-
Would hare borne tlie sins of tlie world ; 
Wlio c l d  thy bidding at thy slightest look, 
A i d  had it been to have snatched an angel’s crown 
Oif her bright brow as she sat singing, throned, 
I ivould have cut these heart strings that tie down, 
And let my soul have sailed to Heaven, and done i t  
Spite of the thunder and the sacrilege, 
Arid laid it a l  thy feet; but I am as tlie dog that fondles o’er 
And licks the wounds he dies of.” 

Thcrc is a divine u s e  in this separation, whether it be transient or 
permancnt, and that its particulars should be published to the world 
Our position was a leading oiic in the field of labor we occupied ; in 
virtue of which it has already excited more public attention and crit 
ticism than all of the niultitude of abandonments which have Occur-
red in thc Spiritualist ranks. By this means i t  will become the 
pivot of a revolution. Many mediums, of both sexes, will be led to see 
thcir precarious situation, and fortify thcmselves against it. The 
public will be aroused to the realit,y of the terrible iniquitics which 
are here to be found. It will awaken a general feeling of condem
nation, and, finally, blossom out into effectual means of cure. Means 
are adapted to ends, and I clearly see the hand of God in all this. 
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CHAPTER 111. 

PRACTICAL WORKINGS OF SPIRITUALISM, 


The Spiritualists of this country are divided into two distinct 
classes. 

1st. The Christian Spiritualists, or those who believe in the phe
nomenon of Spiritual intercourse, but regard it not only mholly un
reliable in  its teacliings, but  also to a very large degree disorderly
and dcnioniacal in i ts  bearings and influence. This class deplore 
the opening of an  intercourse with what they believe to be thc hells. 
They hold that niediuins are often demoniacally obsessed as in the 
days of Christ ; that  there is an  I)z$erwd InJueizce from tile nether re
gions which is improving any and every opportunity to deceive man-
kind, subvert their judgment arid insidiously inculcate into thc 
minds of a11 who are susceptible or credulous the most corrupt and 
demoralizing doctrines and practices, uiitil they bring them irito tllc 
most intimate relation with all that is evil, and in this way accom
plish their ruiii both morally and spiritually. This class take the 
nanic of “Christian” in virtue of their belief in the Divinity of Christ ; 
and they believe the Bible to be a Divinely Inspired Revelation from 
God, and containing an internal, spiritual meaning, or significance
which only the spiritually enlightened can comprelicnd. They arc 
nearly allied in their faitli to the Swedenborgians. Of‘ their upright
ncss of conduct I have seen nothing which demands criticism. Tllcy 
are few in iiumbcr and unobtrusive in their association with the 
world. They believe marriage to  be a religious institution and of 
Divine order, arid as such should be perpetuated through life. Here 
we leave them. 

2d. The HiurmoninZists, under tvhicli head inay be classed three-
fourths of the Spiritualists of tliis country. They take their name 
from a belief in the Oinnipotcncy of God as an all-pervading and 
permeating principle, and the Irlspiration of every facultJy of the 
human mind ; and that “ all seeming discord is but harmony not un
derstood ;” evil has no positive existence as such, and i ts  apparent
manifestations are only the outworkings of tliose conditions whit! 
God has implanted in the soul, and which arc needful for the in&
vidual, ancl arc only prclirninaries to a higher condition ; there is no 
retrogression, but eternal progress is the motto upon thcir gospel
ba ru~r .  The men and women who are the most deeply steeped in 
vice and iniquity are equally on the highway to Heaven as the self

. 

\; 
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Psycliology has well established the fact, that  ctne mind may tso 
held in perfcct vassalage or subjugation t o  another-speaking their 
thouglits and echoing their emotions. In other words, there is some 
force exerted, directly or indirectly, by a human being, which flows 
in or is received and yielded to by another. In  virtue of this law, 
the wildest hallucinations and niost insane ideas may be made ti, 
appear as realities to tlic subjugated mind. The rnagnetiscr, evcn 
at tlie rnidniglit hour, niay inform his subject that before ljirn is a 
beautiful variegated rainbow, and upon the cciitre of its arch is 
perclied ail eagle j or that his cravat is a coiling anaconda, ready to 
strangulate liim, and to him they becomc realities. No human tcs
tinioiiy, outside of the will of the operator, can dissuade him of tlie 
rcxlity of the liallucination. 1Ic simply knows that  he is correct, mid 
all testiinony which does not come from tlie Inagnetiser utterly fails 
ta rcacli his understanding. Tliis law is well uiiderstood by inillions 
~ l i odo not believe in  spiritual intercourse. 

811 Spiritualists claim that the meiital control of mediums is spir
i h a l  psychology, and that for the time bein6, the mind of the niedium 
is lielcl in perfect vassalage to the coiltrolling spirit. Also, that tlie 
spirit-world is made up of’jus t  such persons as are daily passing from 
tliis world to tlint, and that both ihe good arid evil alike have power 
to return and obsess rriortals wlio are mediumistic. Therefore, tak
ing tlic concession of the spiritualist, and combining it with the 
well linown laws of psychological control, arid we are inevitably 
forced to tlic following conclusion, viz., tlint there is no reli,incc to 
bc placed upon the veracity, or moral integrity of any meiit;ll inc
diuni on earth. Their oath would be wliolly unrcliable, for t!:c 
moment thcy are called upon to bear witness they may become in
fested or obsessed by an outside influence, wliicli desires to give
rIifYerent testimony, and thereby made to utter such statemelits 3s 
tlicy lmow to be wholly false when in thcir normal conditioii ; slid 
at tlic same time they may be, apparently, perfcctly t l~e~nselvcsin 
rcfcrencc to all other things. Here we have a basis, nccordiiig to 
the Spiritualist’s own theory, which is incontrovertible, and which 
establishes upon immutable laws the perfect unrelinbility of me
diu m s. 

I deem this to  be an important point, and craw. the indulgcncc of 
the rcnclcr while I give two or three instances in illustration of this 
idca. 1st. Wliilc I was a student in a Medical College iii Cincin
nati, I attended a course of psycliological lectures. In tlic sucliencc 
was a Metliodist minister, who was most bitterly aiid cnthusiasiical
ly opposed to the doctrine of Universalism. He proved to  be a psy
cliologicnl subject, and by the wiI1 of the operator was brougtlt Ul-’on 
the stand. llc not only renounced Rlcthoclism, and caricaturcd it in 
the most severe rnanner, but advocated Universalism as the orlly
docirine of the Bible. When relieved, lie became very iiidigrlaiit 
-with the man who had placed him in such an awkward position. 

2d. Soon after marriage to my present wife, one day she was en
trailced, in the presence of myself, Dr. Iiriapp and lady, a t  that time 
rcsidcnts of this city ; a ring was placed upon her finger by the en-



tr:Lncillg pomer, accompanied by the pledge that  she should not 
estcrli:illy know of‘ i ts  existence. She wore the ring for seven d : ~ y s ,
and while app:Lrcntly perfectly normal to all other things, she had 
no  :ibility to  dlscover the prcscnce of that  ring, even when her zitten
tion was directod to i t  j and it was only by tlie united testiniony of 
her liusband aud fricnds, tha t  she was induced to believe that i t  had 
cvcr becu in contact with her finger. She would have rcadily, arid 
consc.icxitioosly sworn before any igagistratc that  she never saw 
said ring-. 

hlr. Sunderland, while giving public exhibitions of psychology in 
this city, obtained coiitrol of a Rlr. E., who was among his audience, 
alid chew liiiii upon tlic platform, and prescnted him with a piece of 
wliitc ~’apcr ,declaring i t  to be a clicck of MI-. B.’s own drawing on 
the l)a11kwhere he deposited his money, and that on the following 
day lic slionlcl present it, and draw five hundred dollars. IIe then 
witlitlww liis irifliicrice in all respects, save the check. Thus, mliile 
N r .  33 .  w a s  perfectly normal in every other respect, he preseiitcd Iiis 
Ll;tii1c 1)apcr at tlic rLppointcd time to tlic bank, and demanded liis 
five liuiidrccl dollars, :uid became very iiidignsnt when informed that 
his supposed checli was only blank paper. He resolutely afirrnecl 
tha t  tlic clicck was of his  own drawing, and tvas real. In  the dis
pute his delusion passed, or, in other words, the influence was with
drawxi, arid A h .  73. was greatly mortified to sce the awliwarcl inistalic 
lie 1 1 : d  niacle. I give tlicsc examples which clearly pi-ove that n 
psycliological subject (arid a11 med ium are such) inay, as  in thc 
case of’ Cora, state tliiiigs wholly false, and at tlic same time be ir
rcspo!isilJle. It was on this basis also, tha t  I found an cxcusc for 
li:cl111o11ds. 

1 Iiave ciitcrccl the areria as a champion against the iniquities 
~vl i ic l iare so uiiiversnl ill disorderly spiritualism, and which I rnost 
solciiliily I.)clicvc t o  be ilie greatest eiiciny of Croci, rnorals and reli
gion tli:it ever foulid a restiiig place on cartli-tile nlost seductive, 
llciicc Inust clangcrous forin of sensualisin wliich ever cursed a na
tioii, ngc or people. I cltnnot write the whole truth witliout laying 
i~rysclt’1id)Ic to prosecution for publisliing obscene articles ; and 
asiclc froin tliis objectioii, I could not so offend public tastc ; th2rc-
fml ,  tlic rcnder niust only cspect somc of the milder forms of tlle 
I~e i~ iousrealities mliicli here prevail. They esta1)lis’rttliemselvcs be-
I i i i i c l  tlie rampart of w11:it they teclinically term tlie “ sovercignty of 
tlic i r ~ ~ l i v i d i ~ ~ d , ”and hold thcrnsclvcs responsil)lc neither to society 
or God.  ‘I’llus fortified in their tlicology, they innkc free to Jvorship
the gocl within t l~cm,wliatcver i t  nisy be. On insrriagc the Spirit
ualists :irc peculiarly cloqucnt arid emphatic, as it strikes at the 

1 1
t l~ui idaiion of a11 ~ ~rcgnlatcd society. Tliey are divided into scv
cr,il c1:wxs lipon this subject. 

1st. ‘I‘l~ose~ 1 1 0believe in the oneness of marriage-that there is 
sornc\vlicrc: in God’s universe a true conjugul partiler for each indi
viclll:ll, lritli ~yliomtllcy ax*cto live fbrever. That with this partIlci’, 
eve11 llotwitlistanding all the irnpcrf‘ectioiis of liuman nature, tl-rcre 
woulcl be uilaIIoyed bliss. If any discord, or any lack of their high-
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es t  idea of love creeps into the domestic relation, it becomes evident 
that they are not truly married, and are living in adulterous relations 
with another individual’s partner. Upon this basis it becomes expe
dient that  this relation should be absolved, and a new oiie formed 
with some fortunate “ affinity” which SOMC officious spirit-guide has 
had the wisdom to designate. Discord again creeps in, and they soon 
conclude that both they aiid the spirits liave made another mistake, 
and, uot in the least discouraged, they t ry  again, and so on until their 
moral and social condition becomes offensive to every honorable and 
virtuous member of society. A large number who believe in this 
theory, in coiisequciicc of their domestic coliclition or social relations, 
do not carry it into practice, but give their liearty approval to all wlio 
do. This doctrinc is freely advocated both by spiritual lecturers arid 
papers. The Spiritxu1 Age says :-

“The trllth is, that the existing marriage institution, or at least the prwalentmar
riage cnstoms, are fearfully corrupt arid falae to  mail’s higher nature. Wicre true 
rniarriaze exists, alieuation, desertion niid crime are impossible.” 

In  i l k  view of the subject, all T I - ~  in any way prove infidel to 
their marriage vows are perfectly justifiable, as the wrong itself he-
conics positive evidence that the parties arc not ‘ I  truly msrriecl,” 
and corisequcritly uiider no obligation to each otlicr. In other words, 
this is a pliilosopliy wliicli proves to their minds that social cor
ruption and conjugal infidelity is no wrong, but a fidelity to their 
higher or interior nature. 

Acain I quote from a communication t o  the Spiritual Tclrgrpk, 
bearing date January 1, le59. This is in rcf‘ereiice to a lecture de-
livered by Ilks Dods to  the Spiritualists in Clinton IInll, Brooklyn : 

“She argued that the present law regarding marriage arid divorce was oppressilo 
niid wrong, sliould be repealed, and a law eiiacted authorizing either party, TI lit.11 
they were abiised, uiilinppy arid led a niiserable life, to appear before soine appoiiit
ed officer of the goveiiniieiit aiid be alloned an order for a divorce ; that the parties
sliould have the same legal riglit to thus divorce each other that they liad to be 
married at  their on 11request-divorce expenses beiiiq this  saved. 

After the lecture a n arm discussion eiibned, which rwulted in admitting tho in
geiluity, soundncsr a id  eloquence of the lecturer. It 11as certaiiily an original and 
uoble effort, aiid wiglit to be published.” 

It appears by the writer’s own statement that  these sentiments, 
aftcr being duly discussed, mere approved by the audience. I ask, 
T T ~ Ocan fail to see that i t  is an entire and perfect abrogationof the 
marriage institution, thus leaving individuals to cliange partners 
every day if tlic pieasures of thcir lascivious desires shall sorequire ? 
1 am not unjust in quoting their own language, and I firnily believe 
tha t  the above quoted paygraphs  will find a hearty response from a 
large majority of the Spiritualists of America ; and some of the 
most noted among us have given their individiial sanction to  this 
condition of things. Thus, I confirm what I previously stated 
that this class ‘‘ is popnlarizing those social conditions which every
good citizen must most deeply deplore.” 

The marriage institution lays at the foundation of all ~ve l lregu-
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thefts, perjury, unniiiigaCed fdschoocls and dander,  and dircct efforts 
to  break up hiiiily relations, arid to destroy the r~ ia r r i awinstitution,

? arc evcrywlierc rife amoiig tliem. Sodomy, with partic:: conniving 
in tlie ci iiiic, aiid tlien “ black mailing-,” was rcceritly perpetrated 
by oiic of’ the iiiost promiiicrit mediums, mid tlicri hustled out of tolvn 
by other proiiiinent Spiritualists to  cscapc tlic pciial ty of their crime, 1
T1it.y are coiistai:tly cryirig “ progress,” ~vliiclioiily nppcars io  be 
in tile direction of iniquity. They subvert ail liuriian c l ip i ty  arid 
pui)!;c m o d s ,  aiid destroy all we hold most dear and clierisli most 
fiacrdly. Spiritualism is a masked and liiclcous nwnster, with no 
hcart, 110 conscieiice, no real intcllcct-for i ts  pliilosopliy is  base-
less-but all passim a id  emotion. It leavcs tlie soul without chart 
or cDnipass or ruclder, to run upon cvcry rock, aiid into every wliirl
pool of’ ruin, vliere they will d l  bring up, s o m w  or  Inter, wlio do I
riot return to  their senses. France, in i ts  days of infidelity, or Sod-
om and c!oiiii)rrali, i i c ~ c rlxescntecl a niorc diabolical bcdlani than 
the Spiritu,d associations. Yo unpre,judiccd milid can for a moineiit 
critically iiivcstigatc tlic cmclition of‘ t!lis class of pcqilc, without 
being drivcn to the iiicvitablc coiiclusion that  the curs:: of God is 
upon tlieln, and that iiio~.aI,social, a id  pecuniary r u i n  are alriios t 
inevitable to i ts  Tictinis. I tllallli rny God, far rriore tliaii for any
other ctveiit of my life, that I Iiave esc:tped from aiiioiig them. 

My task is ended. I dedicate to  the world iny obscrvations, of 3 
portion of tlie rcsults of tha t  Spiritualism, whicli I can niost truly 
say has been the baiie of’ my life. I liopc that,  in the providciicc of 
God, 1 siiall be pcrmitteci to  rctirc from any furtlicr action in this 
cause ; and sccli lily liappiucs.; in  ficlcls iiiorc prolific in fruits of J 
Peace aiid Iiiglitcousncss. JVitli such an cspericnce, is it strnngc 
that I 1i:~veawakened to tlic a ~ f dliorrors aiid terrible realities of 
an iritcrcoursc witli unseen bcinFs, a id  flcc from t!icir iiiflueiicc, 
and warn others against like iiiisfortunes ? or in “ viriiig heed to  sc-3ducirig spirits and doctriiies of devils : speaking lies in  liypocricy, 
having tlicir coiiscicnces sc.sred with 3 hot iron ; forbidding to I
marry.” 1 Timothy 11 : 2, 3-and tliercby more cflcctually open 
wide the f lood-ptcs  of iniquity, and C ~ L I S Cthe polluted streams of 
lust and an i n v c r t d  inoral coriditioii t o  overwhelm nianliind. To 
all who yield to its influence its FIXLL will be damnation. 
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